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A word to the unwise 


One has only to turn to the Round-up on racism pages in Searchlight every 
month to grasp the ongoing problem of violent racism in Britain. We are 
not talking merely about a few lines of racist graffiti on places of religious 
and cultural significance to minority groups in Britain. We do not only 
mean families who face insults from a vocal minority of neighbours. We 
are referring to the growing and sometimes systematic violence, spurred 
on by the massive increase in hate material and the activities of a small 
but violent number of hardline racists who appear to think they have a 
right to injure, threaten and even kill people they have decided to hate. 

Responses in Britain vary. Historically almost all minority groups have 
stood up to defend themselves when the state has failed them, be it black 
people at the time of the fascist-inspired race riots in Notting Hill, or the 
response of young Asians in Southall to nazi incursions and attacks in the 
late 1970s and early 1980s. 

One community the members of which have stood out as model citizens 
in generally leaving the tackling of such hate to successive governments is 
the Jewish community. But historically even this law-abiding section of 
society has sometimes reached a point when they decide enough is enough, 
and then the response is swift and hard. One major advantage that the 
Jewish community has had since the war has been good intelligence by 
which it can identify the perpetrators of racist and fascist crimes and 
attacks, whether they be against synagogues, cemeteries, schools or people. 

Since 1945 many members of organised groups carrying out antisemitic 
attacks have been caught and punished. The 43 Group, the first postwar 
anti-fascist organisation, comprised of ex-servicemen and women, 
believed in direct action; its successor, the 62 Group, varied between giv- 
ing the culprits a good hiding or having them arrested. 

The past two months have once again seen an upsurge in violent anti- 
Jewish actions, from west London to Bournemouth to North London. 
Attacks on schools, synagogues, cemeteries and, in July, shots fired from 
cars at a rabbi and a congregant have put the Jewish community back in 
the firing line. 

Those carrying out these attacks would be well advised to check out 
what happened to their predecessors in violence and beware, the govern- 
ment has just announced plans to open three new prisons. 


Ponte naeenn----- 3-33-33 3 on nnn no n= = 5+ og +--+ +--+ +--+ +--+ +--+ = - +--+ == 


‘Please make me a subscriber to Searchlight 8/97 | 


| Naitie/@roamlsatiomyttescwsc sacar ments -toeetetstiee eicesecceiat eae: noniecs rede ener ae | 














| PAGO CSS as vecctec rere rere re cee ee ee OS Ciewh ancy dra paeeeE ese coast mas loaeoee ae ea sets | 
Be a one coc phir niy Seen phrase rine Bei. 2 Cae ce mis eee ener een 
| Subscription rates for one year (12 issues) — please tick appropriate box 
| UK: Europe: 

| Individuals £18 Individuals £24 





| Students, senior citizens 


i! and UB40 (please send 
i evidence of entitlement) £13 


| Organisations £26 


Organisations £32 


Outside Europe: 
Australasia & SE Asia £40 


Other countries £35 









































Donations © ................ Please make cheques/POs payable to Searchlight. 
| Overseas subscribers: please pay by Eurocheque, Postgiro or IMO. 
Individual back numbers and complete sets are available on request. 


i Names and addresses may be used to send you information about other work that the | 
| Searchlight organisation does. Please let us know if you do not wish to receive such information. | 


SO ee eee ee ee ee | 


Tyndall goes north to rally the troops 


n an effort to win the support of 

the British National Party rank 

and file in his fight to remain 
party leader, John Tyndall is travelling 
north this month for two party rallies 
in the Northwest and Yorkshire. The 
tactic is reminiscent of the period in 
the mid-1970s when Tyndall went 
barnstorming around the country 
after his then leadership of the 
National Front was seriously under 
threat. 


The arrest of Nick Griffin, Tyndall’s main 
rival for the BNP leadership, may provide 
Tyndall with some respite from the growing 
pressure on him to turn it in and retire to 
become a full-time shopkeeper. Griffin and 
his close friend Paul Ballard appear at Bow 
Street magistrates court on 5 August on two 
public order offences. 

Tyndall is claiming that the BNP has 
received thousands of enquiries since its 
general election broadcasts on television and 
radio. The widely varying versions of how 
many people got in touch with the party are 
pathetic. So far we have heard the number put 
at 6,000, -5,000 and 3,000. Judging by past 
experience the number of inquiries is unlikely 
to have been more than a few hundred and 
most of these have probably not received 
much of a reply, in view of the complaints 
from the rank and file that there are hardly 
any full-time officers around to handle party 
administration. 

Griffin’s preelection plea that the party 
should not waste this very important opportu- 
nity seems to have fallen on stony ground. 
History has shown repeatedly that while a 
party such as the BNP can make short-term 
gains, with the short-lived election of one 
local councillor in 1993 and the saving of 
three deposits at the general election, a party 
devoted to nazism does not contain enough 
people capable of making successful use of 
the democratic process, even in the most 
hypocritical manner. 

After The Cook Report exposed Griffin’s 
plans to dominate the right, a shocked 
Tyndall started telephoning dozens of party 
activists, not just regional organisers, to tell 
them that he was still in charge of the party. 

Believing that there is no better means of 
revitalising the party than a shot of Tyndall 
oratory, he then called a number of rallies and 
ordered his minions to bring out the troops. 
Those people who showed interest the BNP 
during the general election campaign would 
be invited, and Tyndall wanted to show them 
that the party does have some members and 
operational branches that have more than a 
paper existence. Local organisers are busy 
trying to persuade the bonehead squad who 
usually attend these meetings to put on a shirt 
and tie for the occasion. 

Whether Tyndall’s journey north can do 
anything to halt his local activists’ current 
obsession with childish dirty tricks is very 
unlikely. A new edition of a local nazi “infor- 
mation” bulletin, The Northern Front, claims 
that Sid Carthew, a veteran nazi, is the victim 


Slouching up the road to nowhere: Nick Griffin (front, left) in his younger days. 
Below: Griffin’s close comrade Paul Ballard (left with moustache) in deep 
conversation with the UDA and C18 supporting Eddy Whicker (back to camera), 
while “Big Jacko” looks with suspicion at the length of Ballard’s hair. 


of a conspiracy that involves local anti- 
fascists in the guise of Huddersfield Anti- 
Fascist Action, Gerry Gable, the editor of 
Searchlight, Mike Quiggin, a local anti- 
fascist, and of course MIS. 

The bulletin focuses on an allegation that 
Carthew’s home and daughter’s car were 
attacked with petrol bombs by Huddersfield 
AFA, who claimed responsibility in a state- 
ment headed “‘Paramilitary Red Commando”. 
The attack, according to the writer, was an 
attempt by MI5 to intimidate an important 
witness in proceedings to clear the name of 
James El [sic] Ray, the convicted killer of 
Martin Luther King. 

The bulletin’s most laughable claim is that 
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Searchlight slandered Carthew by saying that 
he was associated with the Ku Klux Klan 
when he was in the USA in the 1960s. We 
always understood Carthew was proud of this 
fact and of his admitted gun running activities 
on the North American far right at the time. 

If Carthew is the best witness that those 
who are trying to get James Earl Ray off the 
hook can come up with, it is likely that the 
right-wing murdering rat will end his days in 
jail. 

The bulletin states that “Roger Barden” 
will be the next victim of the “red warriors”. 
Barden is of course Iain Wilson, the BNP’s 
Dewsbury organiser, who does not have the 
guts to use his own name. 
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Above: Robert Rowe, complete 
with eye patch, campaigning 
for the 1960s version of the 
BNP. His criminal career is still 
going strong. Right: Del Connor 
(front), nazi liaison officer to 
the BNP and big hitter for the 
Browning C18 camp 


The nazi attempts to pit anti- 
fascists against each other are totally 
ineffective. As for Carthew, he is far 
more likely to be in danger from the 
activities of fellow nazis playing out 
some sinister agenda, involving 
“Reichstag fire” scenarios, than he is 
from anti-fascists. 

Tyndall’s continuing proscription 
of Combat 18, the National Socialist 
Alliance and most other rival groups 
on the extreme nazi right appears to 
have few supporters in the northwest 
region. General election night in 
Rochdale saw _ significant moves 
towards a new alliance between BNP 
and former C18 forces locally. 
Despite court proceedings against the 
infamous “Oldham Irregulars”, this 
alliance has the potential to cause serious 
difficulties for the BNP. 

Local radio reports in Merseyside had 
indicated that anti-nazis would target each 
count where a BNP, NF or National Democrat 
candidate was standing. Anticipating that 
Rochdale would be the prime target for such 
demonstrations in the northwest, Pete Barker, 
a local BNP activist, arranged for a substan- 
tial physical presence. This was made up of a 
group of Rochdale football hooligans and 
former soldiers (including one former para- 
trooper) recruited by Barker and his son-in- 
law, together with the core of the former 
northwest C18-NSA group, based in Oldham 
and Wigan. 

Included in the latter group was Jason 
Wilcox, leader of the Oldham Irregulars and a 
former NF, BNP and C18 activist. Wilcox has 
been a nazi and committed criminal since the 
early 1980s, when as a teenage NF member 
he helped form a street gang called the Fitton 
Hill Whites. His most recent conviction, for 
which he served a jail term, was for his part 
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in a BNP/C18 attack on a Chinese takeaway 
in Derbyshire. In July he and several other 
Oldham activists pleaded guilty on charges 
relating to a campaign of nazi vandalism in 


Oldham, including weapons _ offences. 
Sentencing was due at the end of the month. 

Despite his spectacular record and 
Tyndall’s proscription of C18, Wilcox was 
one of the BNP scrutineers admitted to the 
election count at Rochdale Town Hall. 
Accompanying him was a fellow C18 activist, 
Del Connor, now based in Wigan. 

Connor, who has “Del” tattooed down the 
right of his neck in case he forgets who he is, 
is clearly a close associate of Will Browning, 
Sargent’s rival in the C18 factional wars. 
Indeed it is the Sargent-Browning split that is 
the basis for the new BNP-C18 local alliance. 
The Oldham and Wigan activists seem wholly 
in the Browning camp and have already built 
up a relationship with the Rochdale football 
gang. 

Another sign of the BNP losing its grip is 
the party’s pathetic result in a council by- 


election in Moorfields ward, Hackney. This 
inner city area of east London has been a 
fairly successful fascist stamping ground 
since the 1920s. Mosley’s Blackshirts had a 
large grass roots following there before and 
after the war. 

Vic Dooley, a well known local BNP 
activist and former candidate, managed to 
scrape together a mere 45 votes, 2.9% of the 
poll. Coming on the eve of the TUC’s highly 
successful anti-racist Respect 97 festival in 
east London, the result must leave East End 
BNP members feeling sick as proverbial 
parrots. 

In the West Midlands a National Democrat 
candidate, Sharron Edwards, picked up 70 
votes, 7.1% of the poll, in a council by- 
election in the Hateley Heath ward in 
Sandwell, near Birmingham. 

Searchlight has pointed out the hypocrisy 
of the BNP’s claim to be the “law and order” 
party on numerous occasions. The latest BNP 
— court appearance starred Gerald Rowe, 
a 72-year-old veteran nazi whose 
activities date back to the days of the 
original BNP in the 1960s. 

Rowe was found guilty last month 
on 16 out of 18 charges of being in 
possession of threatening, abusive or 
insulting material with a view to 
distribution. Lewes Crown Court heard 
that Rowe had been pushing the hate 
material through people’s letter boxes 
in Hastings and was later caught by a 
vigilant young police officer when he 
started to hand the leaflets out in public 
near Hastings Pier. 

The judge, Anthony Scott-Gall, told 
Rowe that he was considering jailing 
him because of the “appalling 
material”. Rowe was remanded on bail 
for medical reports. 

In the 1980s Rowe was sent to 
prison for distributing a leaflet headed 
“Kosher Queen”. Although the court 
reduced the charges against him to a 
minor offence, he refused to be bound 
over. 

Rowe’s recent activities have attract- 
ed much praise in nazi circles. He has 
received regular support from the nazi 
godfather, Colin Jordan, in his scrappy 
hate sheet, Gothic Ripples. 

Meanwhile, as Tyndall travels north to save 
his leadership of the BNP, ringing in his 
perfectly shaped Aryan ears will be the quota- 
tion from Griffin on the BNP’s own Web Site 
about his political future. “Do I even want to 
head the BNP? It’s a lonely and thankless 
task, with a frightening burden of responsibi- 
lity. I believe that I could do it, in some ways 
I would like to try. But a combination of inex- 
perience and family commitments means this 
is not on the cards for quite some years to 
come.” 

Perhaps what Griffin really means is: “My 
wife goes ape every time I mention the idea 
and my Titanic-like attempt at reshaping 
Britain’s right has been so well exposed by 
The Cook Report, Searchlight and the News 
of The World that it has been forced onto the 
back burner for the foreseeable future.” But 
then, that will only be the case if the faceless 
people who hold control of the Griffin “X 
Files” (see Searchlight, July 1997) want it 
that way. 











euds, confusion and demoralisa- 

tion continue to rock the far 

right music scene as it struggles 
to develop in the post Combat 18 era. 
While magazines, gigs and CDs con- 
tinue to be produced, the general 
mood of the movement continues to 
remain low and all attempts to unify it 
repeatedly flounder. 


As a result of the internment of the 
previous producers of Blood and Honour the 
magazine’s latest issue has new editors and 
layout. While their identities remain anony- 
mous, it is widely believed that Chris Hipkin, 
former editor of the Combat 18 supporting 
British Oi!, is responsible. Working closely 
with him on this project and on the other new 
magazine, Strength and Will, is a group of 
violent thugs from Coventry. 

With the new editors has come a new poli- 
tical direction. There is no longer the absolute 
obedience to C18 at the expense of other 
groups or opinions, as the editorial of issue 9 
of Blood and Honour makes clear. “Firstly 
B&H will be written independent and NOT 
jump on any bandwagon and create lies and 
gossip about people we should be classing as 
allies. There is too much negativeness within 
our movement. So it’s time to end it.” The 
editorial of Strength and Will makes a similar 
appeal. “We would more than welcome folk 
from Blood and Honour, British Movement, 
Hammerskins, BNP, NF, Third Position and 
any other like minded individuals who can 
see our way forward TOGETHER.” 

C18 does not get a mention by name in 
either publication, although Charlie Sargent is 
denounced in Blood and Honour and the 
imprisonment of his rival Will Browning is 
noted in the other. Strength and Will is 
scathing about past mistakes. “Blood and 
Honour has again been betrayed by many 
people within it’s ranks and used to earn 
money for personal financial gain. Ian 
Stuart’s song ‘NEW BOSS’ still rings very 
true to our ears, listen to it and translate it 
into todays happenings but as Ian also said in 
a song ‘For the garden to be healthy you must 
first destroy the weeds’.” To whom Strength 
and Will is referring is not made clear. 

It is not only in the publications that the 


Blood and tears 





dramatic realignment within 
nazi music is apparent. The 
Blood and Honour structure 
itself has undergone a 
change that would not have 
been possible under the old 
C18 leadership. Today there 
exist two Blood and Honour 
groups, one loosely organ- 
ised around the bands 
English Rose and Celtic 
Warrior, the other around 
the C18 supporters of “Big 
Mick”, Hipkin and Stigger, 
a guitarist in the final 
Skrewdriver line-up when 
Ian Stuart Donaldson died 
in a road smash in late 
1993. However, even in the 
latter group there is a mood 
for change, a realisation 
that the old way of infight- 
ing is destroying the move- 
ment, with some leading 
figures privately saying that 
Browning and his support- 
ers will no longer be able to 
dominate the scene as they 
once did. 

The infighting within 
nazi music is having a 
demoralising impact on the 
movement as a whole. The numbers turning 
out to gigs is dropping dramatically, with no 
gig attracting more than a hundred paying 
supporters for the best part of six months. 
Increasingly, dejected supporters on the 
movement’s fringes are simply dropping out 
altogether. 

The other side of the coin is that when 
British nazi bands play to their European nazi 
comrades, in particular in Germany, they are 
still able to bring together anything up to a 
thousand young nazis, making the trips both 
commercially and politically worthwhile. 

Attempts have been made to bring the two 
sides together. A recent meeting in Berlin 
between Billy Bartlett (Celtic Warrior) and 
Steve Jones (English Rose) with “Big Mick” 
(Chingford Attack and C18) seemed to go 
some way to mending fences. Ideas being 
broached included a C18-supporting band 





Top left: “C18 Blood and Honour security”. In the 
line-up are Chris Hipkin (left), Del Connor (fourth 
from left) and Mark Atkinson second from right). 
Top right: leading the attempts to unify the nazi 
music movement is “Big Mick” of Chingford 
Attack. Above (I to r): Del Connor with Cat Mee 
and the deceased skinhead music icon lan Stuart 
Donaldson, lead singer of Skrewdriver 














playing at a non C18 gig and vice versa. 
This, some thought, would be the first 
step to organising a “unity” gig. 

So far, this talk of unity has led to 
nothing and despite the good words spo- 
ken, it seems that many bands want noth- 
ing more to do with C18. While Bartlett 
is believed to have said publicly that he is 
behind the unity idea, another Celtic 
Warrior band member is adamantly 
against it. Jones is privately of the view 
that English Rose, Squadron and Celtic 
Warrior have survived for two years 
without C18, so why should things be 
different now, especially with C18 con- 
siderable weaker. 

The chances of true unity seem to have 
diminished further with the production of 
the new Celtic Warrior CD, “The Legend 
Lives On”. One song in particular is like- 


Searchlight, Month 1997 








ly to incense the South Wales 
C18 unit. “So Called Friends” 
tells how former comrades 
stabbed Celtic Warrior in the 
back. The song, according to 
the CD sleeve, is dedicated to 
Gary Smith, Shane Weldon and 
Leighton Jones, the three men 
responsible for the attack on 
Greg Remers, while the anti- 
C18 Frenchman was staying at 
Bartlett’s flat. 

Adding to the already fragile 
and slender hopes of “unity” is 
the destructive influence of the 
highly secretive British 
Movement (BM), and in partic- 
ular, its national leader Micky 
Lane and East Midlands leader 
Benny Bullman. Over the past 
two years the BM has been 
attempting to ingratiate itself 
with anti-C18 factions as a 
means of securing a foothold in 
the lucrative music business. It 
has been behind a number of 
gigs in the East Midlands and 
southeast London during the past year. 

While Jones and English Rose have resisted 
direct involvement in the BM, Brad Hollinby, 
a former Squadron member, has done the 
opposite. Squadron’s members have publicly 
gone their separate ways and Hollinby has 
joined The Ovaltinees, a British Movement 
band led by Lane. While there seemed a 
glimmer of hope for “unity” immediately 
after the murder of Chris Castle in Harlow 
last February, this has now well and truly dis- 
appeared. The BM seems to have no intention 
of making any pact with C18, at least while 
Browning is out of circulation, and is doing 
its utmost to prevent moves towards unity by 
others. 

The unwillingness of the BM to accommo- 
date any attempts at unity was vividly shown 
at a recent BM-organised gig in Heanor, 
Derbyshire. Stigger, now lead singer in the 
pro C18 band Warlord, stumbled across the 
gig quite by chance. While most people there, 
including many in the BM itself, welcomed 
Stigger, the same could not be said of Lane, 
who publicly told him where he could stick 
his unity approaches. Even when Stigger 
asked him outside to talk about this quietly, 
Lane refused, continuing his rant. 

The man behind that gig was Bullman. 
Originating from a small town near Heanor, 
Bullman has long been a BM supporter. 
During the late 1980s he was the right hand 
man to Gordon Jackson, the then BM East 
Midlands leader, presently in jail for armed 
robbery. Now Bullman has set himself up as 
the BM’s “top boy” in the area, which is 
causing resentment among his comrades. 
With a keen head for business, Bullman has 
been organising BM events in Heanor on a 
regular basis. Like Lane, he is totally against 
any rapprochement with C18. He strongly 
believes that Blood and Honour is now under 
BM control, although he seems more interest- 
ed in creaming off the profit than pushing 
BM’s political programme. 

Joining the BM in seeking the removal of 
C18 influence on the nazi music scene are the 
British Hammerskins (BHS). Launched with 
a flurry of activity last year, the BHS have 
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Above left: Simon Dutton, lead singer of LOSG: “C18 will have to toe the line”. 
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Above right: Billy Bartlett (left) with Leighton Jones in Belfast during happier 
and more united days. Below left: Mick, lead singer of Conquest and a former 
BNP local organiser. Below right: Celtic Warrior's latest CD is unlikely to do 


much for unity 














had a fairly quiet first six months of this year. 
Now they are fully up and running and even 
preparing for their long-awaited first gig. 

Last October Searchlight revealed the iden- 
tities of the men behind the Hammerskins, 
disillusioned members of C18 including the 
street thug Kirk Barker and Mark “Jaffa” 
Jones, a former mercenary. Now, a new man 
is emerging as their leading light, well known 
to past readers of Searchlight. 

Peter Illing rose to prominence as Neil 
Parrish’s driver, ferrying the then Blood and 
Honour organiser around the country. He was 
to become very active in the BNP, becoming 
the party’s Watford Organiser and a senior 
steward. A good friend of the original No 
Remorse’s lead singer Paul Burnley, Iling 
never forgave C18 for the way they drove 





i Hy d 
Burnley out of the country. Even his short 
musical career was curtailed after the band 
for which he performed, Avalon, decided to 
tie their allegiance to C18. More hardship 
struck Illing after he was bitten by a rat, 
which sent him into a spiral of depression. 
The rat is reported to have died. 

After a stint on the sidelines, Illing is now 
active in the British Hammerskins, secretly 
plotting with members of English Rose and 
Squadron, although the alliance is not without 
its difficulties. His once close relationship 
with “Jaffa” Jones was rudely curtailed after 
Jones decided to import some CS gas by 
sending it to Illing’s Watford PO Box. 

Despite the internal feuds and frictions, the 
gigs are continuing and new bands emerging. 
Although numbers attending are well down, 
concerts and bands have proliferated as the 
political groups vie for support and, perhaps 
more importantly, financial return. 

The most recent gig was held at the Mulso 
Arms, Finedon, in rural Northamptonshire, on 
the last weekend of June. Although billed as a 
C18 event, the absence of leading C18 sup- 
porters was starkly noticeable. There was no 


Darren Wells, no Del or 
Mark Atkinson; the only 
identifiable figures that 
could be associated with 
C18 were Hipkin from 
Derby and “Big Mick”. 

Just under 100 people 
turned up to hear Legion 
of Saint George (LOSG), 
Conquest, Warlord and 
Avalon. Formed in 1996, 
LOSG originate from 
west London and are led 
by Simon Dutton, a for- 
mer BM activist who 
later transferred his alle- 
giances to C18. He is one 
of a number of activists 
who seem more interest- 
ed in the music than the 
politics, and is presently 
trying to steer Blood and 
Honour to a more inde- 
pendent line. Conquest 
are led by Mick, formerly 
lead singer of Grade One. A kick boxer, he 
was a BNP local organiser in the early 1990s. 

The audience consisted of Blood and 
Honour supporters from Wales, west London, 
Bedford and the East Midlands. A surprise 
appearance was made by Andy Nolan, lead 
singer of Razor’s Edge, who turned up in the 
company of “Big Mick”. Nolan had been 
keeping a low profile since one of his band 
was charged with murdering another C18 
supporter. While his reappearance is thought 
to signify his political alignment with the 
Browning camp, the fact that Razor’s Edge’s 
latest CD is being produced on the Excalibur 
label might confuse the situation. Yannick 
Pollet who runs Excalibur from Bruges in 
Belgium is siding with the Sargent camp in 
the internal feud. 

Some at the gig were keen to discover the 
identity of the person responsible for the 
poster in the toilets. Taped onto the wall, it 
read “This is not a C18 gig, please respect the 
event”. Despite the concert being originally 
being billed as a C18 gig, the poster clearly 
read the mood of much of the audience and, 
despite the presence of a few C18 activists, 
remained up throughout the evening. 

The gig was organised by two local nazi 
activists, Steven Swingfen and Mick 
McGarity. Swingfen, a former Hells Angel 

















Left: Paul Burnley. Is he set 
to make a comback? Below: 
Mick McGarity and Steven 
Swingfen, organisers of the 
most recent Blood and 
Honour gig 


Another ISD CD soon to hit 
the shops is the latest ballad 
helpings from Stigger, while a 
fourth ISD production is the 
long-awaited debut CD _ by 
Chingford Attack. 

Despite the imprisonment of 
the founder of ISD Records, the 
label continues to operate and 
flourish. While the extent to 
which C18 remains a force in 


Britain is debatable, ISD 
Records has certainly been 
expanding internationally. 


Leading its operations is Del, formerly 
head of Skrewdriver Security. His phys- 
ical reputation, experience and past 
friendship to the late Skrewdriver lead 
singer have enabled C18 to continue to 
develop ISD. 

Where Blood and Honour goes from 
here is anybody’s guess. Each band 
seem keen to produce their own materi- 
al, eager to reap the financial gain 
themselves, while the feuding factions 
seem to make “unity” impossible. 
While there is a general mood in favour 
of a more independent, music orientat- 





from the notoriously vio- 
lent Windsor Chapter, is a 
leading C18 figure and 
was closely connected to 
Sargent before the recent 
internal splits. He is now 


a vocal advocate of 
reuniting the factions, 
within both C18 and 
Blood and Honour. 
McGarity has also been involved in Blood 
and Honour for several years and appears 
recently to have rejoined the BNP. 

Other new bands emerging include Wolf’s 
Lair from London and Violent from Bakewell 
in Derbyshire. Nolan has joined together with 
Graham of Avalon, calling themselves 
Thunderbolt, to record a CD. Searchlight has 
been reliably informed that this CD, named 
“Twilight of the Gods”, is a mix of rock Oi 
and ballad material, although little of the 
music is original. Nolan has also been busy 
with the latest Razor’s Edge album, “These 
wheels roll for victory”. Recorded before 
Martin Cross was charged with murder, the 
album is due for release on the Excalibur 
label. 

The recording by Thunderbolt on ISD 
Records comes close on the heels of another 
ISD production involving Avalon. For over a 
year the Coventry-based band lobbied the 
C18 record label to produce their debut 
album, “Our Honour is True”, but to no avail. 
According to informed sources, Avalon sim- 
ply was not up to standard. While their music 
has improved slightly with the removal of 
their original lead singer (replaced by a man 
described as the “Undertaker’’), it seems that 
C18 agreed to this production simply to keep 
the band aboard their dwindling ship. 


ed organisation, there are too many 
interest groups to make this a peaceful 
transition. 

The current imprisonment of Browning has 
made some Blood and Honour activists more 
confident of taking an anti-C18 stand, but it is 
doubtful whether people will be so vocal in a 
few months after “the beast” has been 
released. The general feeling within the 
Blood and Honour movement is that, like 
in the internal C18 feud, there is more blood 
yet to be split. It is this that is causing 
trepidation among many within the move- 
ment and which will, in the words of the 
Blood and Honour magazine itself, take years 
to repair. 

This situation has been made worse by the 
over-active rumour mill distributing stories 
and half truths across the country. Those 
currently circulating include Dutton, the west 
London Blood and Honour organiser, saying 
that Browning will have to toe the line or get 
out of the movement when he is released 
from prison; Hipkin privately accusing 
Browning of stealing money; while for his 
part Browning is due to beat up his own lead 
singer, “Jacko”, after he is released. Which of 
these are true is unknown, what is certain is 
that all the tales currently circulating are only 
adding to the general mood of unease within 
the movement. 

Another story currently doing the rounds is 
that Burnley may soon be back performing in 
Britain. The former No Remorse lead singer 
and Blood and Honour organiser is reportedly 
considering an offer to perform with 
Squadron and English Rose, presumably at a 
BM sponsored gig. Burnley last played in 
Britain over four years ago before repeated 
threats from C18 forced him into exile. If this 
tale is true, it really would be quite a story. 
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New Labour more deportations 


The Government is planning to speed 
up the deportation process as part of 
its “firm but fair” policy on immigra- 
tion. According to one estimate, up to 
50,000 illegal immigrants could be 
deported, although the Government 
later denied this number. 


Figures released by the Government show 
that, although the number of deportation orders 
doubled, from 900 in 1992 to 1,900 in 1996, 
actual deportations fell from 2,600 to 1,900. 
There is believed to be a backlog of tens of 
thousands of people facing deportation. 

A Home Office spokesman claimed that 
20,900 illegal immigrants were detained last 
year. In addition, although 28,000 people 
applied for asylum in 1996, around 80 per 
cent were refused. 

Mike O’Brien, the Immigration Minister, 
expressed anger at the Tory failure to carry 

. Out deportations. “When we make a decision 
not to allow someone to remain in this coun- 
try and that case has no special compassion- 
ate circumstances, then it should be 
enforced,’ he said. “The Tories talked tough 
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but failed to act firmly. Ministers were not, 


prepared to ensure that their own policy was 
carried out.” 

In a further toughening of policy, the rule 
scrapped by the Conservatives, under which 
an MP could put an automatic stop on the 
deportation of a constituent, is not to be re- 
introduced. There will now be a mere five- 
day appeal period. 

In the “fair” part of its immigration policy, 
the Government announced the end of the 
“primary purpose” rule. Foreign citizens mar- 
ried to British people have had to prove to 
immigration officials that gaining entrance to 
Britain was not the primary purpose of the 
marriage. 

Home Secretary Jack Straw said: “This 
pernicious rule has penalised genuine mar- 
riages, divided families and unnecessarily 
increased the administrative burden on the 
immigration system.” 

Couples must still prove that the marriage 
is genuine, that they intend to live permanent- 
ly as man and wife, and that they can main- 
tain any dependents without seeking public 
funds. 





Discrimination covered up 


A Ford dealer in Bradford discrimi- 
nated against an Asian man who 
applied for a job. 


Tahir Hussain, 30, a man with five years’ 
experience in the motor trade, applied for an 
administrative post at the Bramallford dealer- 
ship. His letter of application was rejected 
and Mr Hussain, suspecting discrimination, 
applied again, using the name Kelly 
Muxworthy. 

“Miss Muxworthy” was invited to inter- 
view and Mr Hussain took the case to an 
industrial tribunal. 

In an unanimous verdict, the tribunal ruled 
that Bramallford had been guilty of both 
racial and sexual discrimination. 

The company was also criticised for the 
way it had tried to cover up the discrimina- 
tion. The tribunal said: “We are drawn to the 
inevitable conclusion that the respondents 
have really cobbled together an explanation to 
excuse the way in which they had dealt with 
the applicant”. 

Mr Hussain was represented by the 
Northern Complainant Aid Fund. 

Ford UK refused to comment on this shame- 
ful discrimination by one of its dealerships. 








“lam delighted to be able to make this contribution to 
Respect '97. 

“Despite the best efforts of the TUC, the Commission for 
Racial Equality and many others, racism still affects the 
lives of many young people in Britain today. It deprives 
them of the chance to develop their talents and to make 
the most of their lives. In so doing, it reduces their 
opportunities to contribute to the well-being of the com- 
munities in which they live and of society as a whole. 

“The East End of London is one area where a great deal 
needs to be done to help those who suffer from the blight 
of racism and lack of opportunity. Earlier this year | visited 
Hackney and Tower Hamlets and talked to representatives 
of these diverse communities about the support which 
their young people need to realise their full potential. | 
was tremendously impressed by the commitment and 
energy of everyone | met and was particularly keen to 
learn how The Prince’s Trust could provide further help to 
them. My Trust will redoubling its efforts to help young 
people from the many communities in this important part 
of London. 


Hoax leaflet 


A racist leaflet distributed in Derby has largely failed in its 
attempt to provoke conflict. 

The leaflet, titled “Khilafa’’, circulated in the Normanton area 
and was meant to look like it was produced by Muslims. It con- 
tained abuse against black people and called for them to be sub- 
jected to an Islamic jihad. 

The leaflet, which was denounced by Muslim leaders, con- 
tained errors which would not have been made by a genuine 
Muslim. They include the use of the expression “superiority”, 
which should only be used to refer to Allah. It also refers to 
black people as “slaves”, despite the fact that there are millions 


of black Muslims in the world. 


Inspector John Stamp, of Derby police, said: “We are taking 
the stance that it is a document which is being used to cause 
offence and lead people to take umbrage against the Muslim 
religion, thinking it has come from them.” 

The poisonous leaflet did have some effect: on 18 April about 
200 Muslim and Afro-Caribbean youths confronted each other 
outside the Normanton Hotel. 

Now a meeting has been held to unite the community against 
the racists. Called by Derbyshire Police, Derby Council and the 
Pakistan Muslim Community, the meeting was advertised by 
14,000 leaflets headed “Supporting You”. Asian and Afro- 
Caribbean councillors were present. 

The police trying to identify the perpetrators of the leaflet. 

















“| hope that respect’97 is a wonderful success and that 
all who have come to it have a most enjoyable day.” 

This greeting to the TUC’s Respect ’97 festival from the 
heir to the throne, Prince Charles, is witness to the 
excellent job that the TUC has done in bringing together 
tens of thousands of people, in the heart of what the British 
National Party regards as its stamping ground, to 
celebrate the fight against racism in all its forms. 

Searchlight had two stalls this year, as well as sections of 
our new exhibition, which thousands of people were able 
to look at. Apart from selling hundreds of magazines, we 
were again able to meet many of our old friends and many 
new ones from Trade Union Friends of Searchlight. 

The official programme listed Searchlight as a sponsor 
and a useful contact organisation. We also contributed an 
historical article about the role played by Victoria Park, 
which hosted Respect ’97, in the battle of Cable Street 
against Mosley’s Blackshirts in 1936. 

Searchlight’s staff photographer, Mike Cohen, wandered 
among the huge, multiracial, all-day party to catch some 
magic moments for us. 


New inquiry into 
Lawrence murder 


The Home Secretary, Jack Straw, is to order an inquiry into 
the murder of the black teenager Stephen Lawrence. Mr 
Shaw met Stephen’s parents, Neville and Doreen Lawrence, 
in an hour-long meeting on 24 June. 

Afterwards, Mr Straw said he would decide whether to 
order a judicial review of the handling of the case by the 
police and Crown Prosecution Service. He could opt for a 
wider public inquiry into racist crime and relations between 
the authorities and ethnic minorities. 

Stephen Lawrence, 18, was stabbed to death by five white 
youths as he waited for a bus in Eltham in 1993. 

The Crown Prosecution Service dropped charges against 
Neil Acourt and Luke Knight. A private prosecution brought 
by the family against three of the alleged attackers collapsed. 

Last year an inquest jury ruled that Stephen Lawrence 
had been unlawfully killed in an unprovoked attack by five 
racist youths. 

Mrs Lawrence said she was disillusioned by the way the 
police and judicial process had handled the case. “What we 
want to find out is what went on that night. The only way 
we're going to find out is through a judicial inquiry. A police 
inquiry is not enough.” 
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Native Americans not 
welcome in Swansea 


A group of native Americans was 
barred entry to a Swansea nightclub. 
Two restaurants also refused to serve 
them. 


Fourteen Lakota Indians had travelled to 
Wales to take part in a Native American 
Arts Festival. The group of dancers and 
musicians included Nathan Chasing Horse, 
who starred in Kevin Costner’s film Dances 
with Wolves. 

Group leader Carlisle Antonio said they 
were refused entry to a nightclub on the 
grounds that one of them was wearing 
jeans. Moments later a white man in jeans 
was allowed in. 

The group also had to walk out of two 
restaurants because they were not being 
served. Carlisle said: “It caused some bad 
feeling and we feel a bit hurt”. 

David Wooley, spokesman for Swansea 
Council, which sponsored the festival, said: 
“A small number of people have been diffi- 
cult because our guests were a different 
colour’. 


From the Orkneys to the Isle of Wight, there 
are increasing reports of racist attacks, 
many of them violent. 


Carlisle 

An arson attack on an Asian market trader’s 
van is the latest in a series of racist incidents 
in Carlisle. 

Lee Thoburn, 21, was jailed for six 
months for setting fire to Mr Khaled 
Pervaz’s Mercedes van. Thoburn also 
admitted twice stealing stock from Mr 
Pervaz’s vehicle, but was not prosecuted for 
this. 

The arson occurred only five days after 
Thoburn had been released from prison. 

The police officer who investigated the 
arson expressed surprise at the light sen- 
tence. DC Simon Lovett said: “The punish- 
ment should fit the crime. Given the severity 
of the charge, six months does not seem 
appropriate.” 

Mr Pervaz said his business was in tatters 
and estimated that Thoburn had taken more 
than £9,000 worth of stock. 

Police have not recorded the arson as a 
racist attack, as they say there was no evi- 
dence of racist abuse. However, Mr Pervaz’s 
brother-in-law heard Thoburn shout: “I’m 
going to burn the Paki’s van.” 

Mr Hamidur Rahman, a chef at Carlisle’s 
Balti Kitchen restaurant, has had to endure a 
campaign of racist abuse. His house has 
been daubed with swastikas and a hedge set 
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on fire. A rock was thrown through a win- 
dow, showering his family with glass. 

In May, Stephen Brown, 23, pleaded 
guilty to smashing his fist through Mr 
Rahman’s car window. 

Also in May, Roger Thomas Scott, of 
Harraby, was bound over to keep the peace 
for a year and ordered to pay £140 compen- 
sation. He had smashed the windows of 
Iskander Ali’s house and shouted racist 
abuse. 


Blackburn 


A court has heard how white youths stand 
outside an Asian community centre shout- 
ing racist abuse. 

Andrew James Walker, 18, was arrested 
after attempting to run away from the 
police. He was bound over to keep the 
peace for a year in the sum of £100. 

Kendal Linley, prosecuting, said: “There 
had been an enormous amount of trouble at 
a community centre on Whalley Old Road, 
Blackburn, which is used by people of the 
Muslim faith. There is a group of young, 
poor, ignorant whites who cause trouble 
there. 

“They stand outside this community cen- 
tre chanting racist comments at the people 
attending. They presumably think it is the 
high spot of their social life to put these 
people in fear and see their reaction.” 


Preston 

Racist attacks in Preston increased by 20 
per cent last year, from 52 to 62. The inci- 
dents included physical attacks, verbal 
abuse and damage to property. 

In Lancashire, the number of reported 
attacks increased by five per cent. Some 135 
people appeared in court in connection with 
the attacks. 

Preston and Western Lancashire Racial 
Equality Council says progress is being 
made in dealing with racial harassment. It 
says more effort is needed to deal with 
underachievement by black and Asian 
youngsters. 


Dundee 

Leaflets from the Ku Klux Klan have been 
left on car windscreens in Cupar and 
Arbroath. 

Angela McCallum, spokeswoman for 
Fife Council equalities group, said: “We are 
extremely concerned that someone who pur- 
ports to represent the Ku Klux Klan is 
leafleting in Cupar. The Ku Klux Klan is 
responsible for assaulting and murdering 
black people in America.” 


Chris Oswald, director of the Fife Racial 
Equality Council, said there were about 100 
racial incidents in Fife every year, ranging 
from graffiti to attempted murder. 

He went on: “While there isn’t evidence 
of a big fascist problem in the area, it is 
concerning that such a situation can create 
the context whereby some may see a legiti- 
macy to hold racist views.” 


Orkneys 

A white family who moved to the island of 
Sanday from Halifax have been accused of 
being involved in racial abuse. 

Two of the children, Paul Howley, aged 
11, and 13-year-old Carl, were excluded 
from Sanday school last March, following 
accusations of rowdy behaviour and racial 
abuse. The Howley family claimed the chil- 
dren were being victimised, withdrew their 
other three children from school and 
launched a legal challenge to the exclusion. 

Former school board chairman John 
Boswell says that his two black adopted 
children were on the receiving end of racist 
abuse at the school. Last December Mr Paul 
Howley was: fined £75 for breach of the 
peace after calling Mr Boswell a “Paki-loy- 
ing bastard”. 

Mr Boswell and his family have now left 
the island for a new life in Wales, to escape 
the abuse. He said: “Sanday is beautiful and 
the local people were very helpful, but cer- 
tain things are a blight on the island”. 


Heckmondwike, Yorks 
An eight-year-old boy was sprayed with 
lighter fuel and set on fire by three Asian 
teenagers. As he rolled on the ground in 
agony, he was kicked. 

Jamie Jackson and his friend Andrew 
Butterworth, 14, were walking through the 
cemetery when they were attacked. 

As the teenagers ran away, Andrew ran 
back to help put out the flames. Jamie suf- 
fered burns to his hands, face, ears and 
neck. 

A police spokesman said they had to 
“consider the possibility” of the attack 
being racially motivated. 

Jamie said: “I was really frightened. The 
people who burned me are bad. I want the 
police to catch them.” 


Hull 


An increase in racist attacks has led to the 
formation of a forum to tackle the problem. 
Hull and East Riding Race Equality 
Council, Humberside Police and Victim 
Support met on 7 July to plan action. 


School staff harass own pupil 


Youth Council representative Vishal 
Lakhani, 15, of Rushey Mead School, said: “It 
is something that we have to get rid of. Racial 
abuse.can really affect your education.” 

Rushey Mead School has produced a video 
on people’s views on racism, involving teach- 
ers, students and councillors. The video has 
come in the top 10 of a national video compe- 
tition aimed at combating racism, and it is 


In the latest incident, a 22-year-old 
young Sri Lankan woman was racially 
abused and punched outside a nightclub. 
There are more than 3,000 overseas stu- 
dents in the city, as well as black and Asian 
families. 

Jim Macfadyen, a Race Equality Council 
case worker, said: “People in the city are 
not that used to seeing ethnic minorities. 
There is still a lot of prejudice and the old 


In Wolverhampton the Race Equality 
Council has reported two incidents of 
racial harassment in school. 


Education officer Arnie Troxler said one of 
the incidents involved members of staff. “One 
involves some members of the non-teaching 
staff harassing a pupil. The other involves a 
pupil at a school racially insulting another boy 


fashioned attitude that they are taking peo- 
ple’s jobs.” 


Earls Court, West London 


Two building workers have been jailed 
after attacking worshippers at a mosque. 
James Parker, 24, from Dulwich, and 
Graham Jarvis, 22, from Thamesmead, 
who were working near the mosque, 
became angry when they were asked to 
keep the noise down. 

The two were found guilty of affray and 
assaulting one of the worshippers. Both 
men were jailed for 18 months. 


Islington, North London 
The Somali community on the Bemerton 
Estate has been the target of systematic 
racist attacks over the past few months. 
Incidents have included a stabbing and a 
boy who was so severely injured by a stick 
attack in the stomach that he had to be 
rushed to hospital by air ambulance. 

Attacks have also been carried out on 
meetings of the Somali Speakers Group 
and on individual families in their homes. 
The attackers are mostly youths in their 
mid teens. 

he ‘atéa has’ been’ leatleted’ by the 
British National Party three times over the 
past year. 

Support has been organised to give prac- 
tical help by people sitting with families 
and defending meetings. 


Northwest London 
Attacks on Jewish people and property are 
growing. 

In June four synagogues in London were 
broken in to and daubed with racist graffiti. 
Also in June, a librarian at Jews College, 
Hendon, was beaten up on his way home 
from a barmitzvah. 

An increase in attacks is also reported in 
Europe. 


Isle of Wight 


Cheryl Mason and her husband Daniel, 
whom she met in Kenya, are being driven 
from the island by racist abuse. The couple’s 
first baby is due at the start of next year. 

Cheryl said: “After two years of trying it 
seems our prayers have come true. But 
things are so bad here we don’t think we 
can stay.” 

She went on: “People are so ignorant 
about Daniel they think he eats a freshly 
slaughtered deer every morning for break- 
fast. 

“The other night five white lads sur- 
rounded us and one said ‘Let’s kill the 
black bastard’. Luckily they just walked off 
laughing.” 


on a number of occasions and the head teacher 
seemingly doing nothing about it,” he said. 

Another area of concern is the number of 

school exclusions of black pupils. Legal 
action against a school or the education 
authority for not providing education for an 
excluded child is being considered. 
In Leicester, police are to visit schools to 
try and combat racial abuse. In the past 12 
months there have been 42 recorded racial 
incidents in the west of the city, most involv- 
ing 11 to 14-year-olds. Schools in the 
Beaumont Leys area will be visited by police, 
who aim to provoke thought and debate on 
racism and highlight the impact racial abuse 
has on victims. 

Inspector Paul Whiteley said: “We are not 
talking about major racial incidents like fire- 
bombing, but abuse, taunting and name call- 
ing. There is also a very small number involv- 
ing missile throwing.” 

Leicester Youth Council, which is run by 
young people, has carried out a major survey 
of racism among school students. Thousands 
of questionnaires have been distributed to the 
20 schools involved. 


hoped to show the film around the country. 


Fallen Starr 


Comedian Freddie Starr shocked members 
of his audience by a tasteless gag about the 
blind black musician Ray Charles. 

With a black stocking over his head 
and wearing sunglasses, Freddie lurched 
around the stage with his right hand shak- 
ing, saying “Sorry I can’t stop my hand 
moving; that’s how I went blind”. 

The comic then deliberately walked off 
the stage, landing in the audience. 

Members of the star-studded audience, 
including Jeremy Beadle, boxer Barry 
McGuigan and Coronation Street’s Tina 
Huxley, sat in stunned silence. 

Des Raynor, husband of agony aunt 
Claire Raynor, shouted: “This is in poor 
taste and I won’t watch it,” before storm- 
ing out. Claire said “I thoroughly agree 
with him,” and also left. 

Starr refused to apologise and dis- 
missed Des Raynor as “an arsehole”. 





NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ NO PROSECUTION 
No police officer is to be prosecuted over 
the death of Ibrahima Sey, a 29-year-old 
Ghanaian. Mr Sey, arrested in a domes- 
tic incident, died in police custody after 
being sprayed with CS gas while hand- 
cuffed. The 18-stone man was being 
restrained by at least five officers. 

The Crown Prosecution Service decid- 
ed there was “insufficient evidence’ to 
give a realistic chance of conviction. 


@ POLICE AGAINST POLICE 

Sexual and racial harassment of police 
officers by their colleagues is on the 
increase. This is undermining public con- 
fidence in the ability of the police to carry 
out sensitive investigations, according to 
the Police Complaints Authority. 

Some forces have given up trying to 
deal with the problem. 

The PCA said three police forces had vol- 
untarily referred serious sex discrimination 
allegations for investigation, suggesting “an 
apparent inability within forces to manage 
gross disharmony between officers who 
should be colleagues.” 


@ AWAY WITH ALL RACISTS 

A campaign in the Northeast to drive 

racism off the football terraces has 

received the Prime Minister’s backing. 
In a letter to Ged Grebby, co-ordina- 


tor of the Give Racism the Red Card 
campaign, Tony Blair said: “Racism has 
no place in football. Football, like society, 
should be about fair play, and individu- 
als working together as a team.” He said 
the campaign could make a yaluable 
contribution to the European Year 
Against Racism. 

. The campaign is supported by Shaka 
Hislop and Les Ferdinand of Newcastle 
United. A video featuring 30 of the 
Premier League’s stars will be shown in 
schools throughout Europe. 


@® TOP CRICKETER ABUSED 

Chris Lewis, the Surrey and England 
player, was racially abused and assaulted 
as he left the pitch on 8 June. He had just 
finished bowling in a match against Essex. 

The drunken man who launched the 
attack also racially abused security 
guards before being thrown out of the 
Oval ground. 

Adam Hollioake, the Surrey captain, 
described the incident: “The bloke 
abused him the whole way off. He then 
grabbed Chris by the throat. Chris 
pushed him away.” 

He added: ‘I would like the guy 
barred from going to any cricket again. 
I’m behind Chris 100 per cent.” 

Surrey have begun an internal inquiry 
into the incident. 
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THE 


WARS 
OF THE 
NAZIS 


he bitter feud between rival 

factions in what was Combat 

18 is gathering pace amid 
accusations and counter accusations. 
The recent committal hearings for 
Paul David “Charlie” Sargent and 
Martin Cross, who are charged with 
the murder of Chris Castle in 
February, provided the latest arena for 
both sets of supporters to flex their 
muscles. It seems unlikely that Castle’s 
blood will be the last to be spilt in this 
internal battle. 


The two sides at the court hearing in 
Harlow were fairly evenly balanced, although 
taking into account all that has been said 
about Sargent’s lack of support, this must be 
considered a victory on points for the Sargent 
camp. 

Among Sargent’s supporters were his father 
Ivan and two brothers — Bill, the dog fighter, 
and Steve. Also there were David Myatt, Phil 
Curzon from Romford, Kelly Cross and a 
couple of others. Opposing them were sup- 
porters of Will Browning, led by “Big Mick’, 
lead singer of Chingford Attack, Del Connor, 
former head of Skrewdriver Security, and 
Mark Atkinson. 

Whether the Browning camp attempted to 
rally more supporters is uncertain, but several 
leading faces were again absent and the num- 
bers turning out for Sargent and Cross sur- 
prised them. However, it seems unlikely that 
Sargent and Cross will be able to attract many 
more supporters for the substantive hearing. It 
seems that many right-wing activists from 
around the country simply do not want to 
become embroiled in the dispute. 

Sargent and Cross were further remanded 
in custody for pre-trial hearings at 
Chelmsford Crown Court on 4 August. 

Away from the court room, both groups 
have been busy producing propaganda against 
the other. Browning’s side has distributed a 
16-page document entitled “A few tonnes 
lighter but the future looks brighter”, which 


12 Searchlight, August 1997 











outlines the vari- 
ous crimes of 
Paul David 
Seact 206 het. 
However, it is 
Steve Sargent 
who seems to be 
doing much of 
the running as 
far as literature goes. He 
has recently issued two 
new publications, issue 
19 of The Order and the 
second White Dragon, 
the monthly newsletter 
of the National Socialist 
Movement. 

As mentioned in 
Searchlight last month, 
the newly formed NSM 
is led by Myatt. In an 


interview in the latest 
edition of Steve 
Sargent’s _ publication, 


The White Dragon, the 
reader is given an 
insight into Myatt’s life. 
The former monk out- 
lines a brief history of 
his life, his time in Asia 
and the British far right 
and reveals his hopes 
and fears for the future. 

Asked by Sargent 
about allegations that he 
has been “arrested for 
killing cats, are you a 
Satanist, and did you kill 
a leading CND mem- 
ber?”, Myatt denies all 
three. “Some years ago I 
challenged to a duel 
anyone spreading such 
lies. No one accepted 
the challenge, so I 
regard my honour as 
proven. 

“To those National- 








Above: The friends of Will Browning: (from back left) a 
young bonehead nazi from east London; “Big Mick” 
leader of the nazi band Chingford Attack; a young nazi 
bonehead from Essex; Eric Wallis’s partner; (front row) 
Mark “Akkie” Atkinson from west London; Del.Connor, 
the London nazi heavy now based in Rochdale; and Eric 
Wallis, an ex-squaddie from Scotland. Below: William 
Sargent (left), a long-time nazi and illegal dog fighter 
from Newmarket, with an older man believed to be the 
Sargent brothers’ father, Ivan 





























Slit 


di a 























Left to right: Dave Myatt, the nazi satanist and 
leader of the Sargents’ front group, the 
National Socialist Movement; Kelly Cross, nazi 
activist wife of Martin Cross; Herve, French 
minder and flatmate in Chelmsford of Steve 
Sargent (right) who is running the “firm” in 
his brother’s absence 





Sargent attempts to rally support for his 
brother. In The Order he produces a list of 
supporters, from the German nazi leader 
Christian Worch to Harold Covington in the 
USA, from Yannick Pollet of Excalibur 
Records in Belgium to the Revered Frank 
Martin of the US Church of the Creator. 
There are, however, few names from Britain, 
and even these must be taken with a pinch of 
salt. Among his claimed backers are the West 

Midlands National Socialist 











Alliance, the leader of which 
accompanied Browning sup- 
porters to a recent gig, and 
the “Shrewsbury Border 
Patrol’. Had Sargent had any 
real contact with this West 
Midlands football hooligan 
group, he would know that 
its name was the English 
Border Front. 

An interesting article on 
skinheads and punks appears 
under the byline “Pastor 
Noid”. The author attacks 
people in the movement who 
have exploited the name of 
Ian Stuart, the dead nazi 
musician. “I have seen our 
businessmen move in and 
‘cash in’ on his name ... The 








Socialists who 
are concerned 
about such alle- 


gations about 
me, I have a sim- 
ple reply: Act 
like a National- 
Socia-list and 








Above: Phil Curzon from 
Havering, a Sargent 
supporter, discussing 
matters with a number of 
Harlow police officers after 
his loud mouth got the 
better of him. Above right: 
another Sargent supporter 
in typical attire sporting a 
nazi badge 


meet me, look 
me in the eye and so judge me yourself.” 

It seems Steve Sargent has done just that 
and did not like what he saw. Not only is he 
having second thoughts about Myatt as the 
NSM’s leader, but privately he thinks the 
police interest in Myatt over the murder of the 
peace campaigner Hilda Murrel may not have 
been without foundation, and describes him 
as a “weirdo”. 

Elsewhere in the two publications, Steve 


big business mentality is exactly what Ian 
spent years fighting against, and it is my 
opinion that the greatest tribute Blood and 
Honour could have given Jan after his death, 
would of [sic] been to gracefully fold up.” 

“Noid” is the nickname given to Chris 
“Paranoid” Walsh, a Chelsea Headhunter and 
long-time rightwinger. Whether he actually 
wrote the article, or whether it is simply 
another piece of creative journalism by Steve 
Sargent, is unclear. What is known is that 
“Noid” remains in contact with Sargent and if 
he did write the article with its veiled attack 
on Browning, then he has publicly thrown his 
hat into the Sargent corner for the first time. 

How the dispute will continue is uncertain. 
What seems to be accepted by both groups is 
that it will get worse before it gets better. 
There is still a lot of blood to be spilt. 
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The secret doctrine of Nazism 


Searchlight examines the occult influences on Nazi ideology 


ermany, 20 June 1997: In the tiny 
G village of Hetendorf near Hamburg 
the “Seventh Hetendorf Conference- 
Week” comes to an end. The annual nazi 
gathering features events such as “Germanic” 
competitions, “Germanic” religious 
celebrations and ideological discussions. 
Those attending, ranging from right-wing 
ideologist Klaus Weinschenk to militant 
nazi Steffen Hupka, are looking forward to 
the climax of the week: the Summer Solstice 
celebrations. This year the celebrations were 
disrupted by a strong anti-fascist presence 
disturbing the event with a demonstration and 
a rally. But why do today’s neo-nazis want to 
celebrate Summer Solstice in the first place? 
By no means a new phenomenon, the 
fascists’ obsession with pagan religion, runes 
and the “old Gods” can be traced back to the 
Austria and Germany of the late 19th century. 
Nationalism and irrationalism were growing 
in fin-de-siécle Germany and romantic ideas 
of Volk (people) and Heimat (homeland) 
began to gain in popularity. It was the time of 
the vdlkisch movements, advocating nature 
religions and the mystification of politics and 
society. A cultural climate developed which 
provided an ideal breeding ground for small 
occult organisations as well as vdlkisch forms 
of paganism. Drawn from parts of the Norse 
myths, the writings of Friedrich Nietzsche 
(1844-1900) and other sources, these ideas 
often already constituted the blood-and-soil 
ideology which was later adopted by the 
Nazis. These movements did not openly 
espouse racist theories, but concentrated 
instead on consolidating the notions of 
nationhood and Volk. 
The concept of an “Aryan” race was first 
popularised in occult circles by Madame H P 


The emblem of the Thule Society 
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Guido von List 


Blavatsky (1831-1891) who drew on 
Darwinism, Eastern mysticism, Western 
occultism and British science fiction. In her 
book The Secret Doctrine, which laid the 
foundation for the new esoteric teachings of 
Theosophy, she developed the so-called 
“root-race theory”. According to Blavatsky 
humanity evolved in cycles of reincarnation 
through four inferior races to the most 
superior race, the “Aryans”. Inferior races 
inevitably had to die out due to their 
“karmic ego”. 

While these Theosophical ideas had a 
growing impact in Germany during the 
1890s, events took an even more sinister turn 
when two of Blavatsky’s contemporaries, 
Guido von List (1848-1919) and Jérg Lanz 
von Liebenfels (1887-1954), developed her 
ideas further. Guido von List combined the 
root-race theory with parts of Arthur de 
Gobineau’s “race theory”, vélkisch elements 
and rune studies and declared the 
“Ario-Germans” were both the origin and the 
epitome of civilisation. His new religious 
belief of “ariosophy” was subsequently 
promoted by the Guido-von-List Society, 
founded in 1908. 

Lanz von __ Liebenfels meanwhile 
developed his idea of “Theozoology”, 
drawing from a degenerated form of theology 


and supposedly scientific research. He 
believed that the world was _ once 
inhabited by “god-like Aryans” with 


supernatural powers. These powers were 
supposedly lost when the “Aryans” interbred 
with an ancient Egyptian beast, thus creating 
all dark inferior races, the “culture-destroying 
apes”. A return to the blond and blue-eyed 
“Aryan gods” would only be possible by strict 
segregation. His “Order of the New 
Templars”, founded in 1900, also endorsed 
German world domination and an extreme 
antisemitism. 

The cultural climate remained fertile for 
vélkisch-pagan ideas and List and Lanz von 
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J6érg Lanz von Liebenfels 


Liebenfels were even able to extend their 
influence in the pre-fascist circles of the 
Weimar republic. 

In 1918 the Thule Society was founded in 
Munich by Rudolf Freiherr von Sebottendorf, 
deriving its name from the assumed ancient 
home of the “Aryans”. Its influence in 
Bavaria grew rapidly and soon it could claim 
1,500 members in Bavaria, 250 of them in 
Munich alone. The Thule Society produced a 
wide range of publications and formed its 
own paramilitary organisations, some of them 
already wearing the swastika on their uni- 
forms. New members were only allowed to 
join after proving their “pure Aryan” ancestry 
for at least three generations. Consequently 
the membership list of the Thule Society 
showed an impressive list of Nazi-Fihrers in 
waiting. Alfred Rosenberg, Julius Streicher, 
Heinrich Himmler, Hermann Goring and 
Rudolf Hess joined the distinguished club, 
which also listed Guido von List and Jorg 
Lanz von Liebenfels among its members. 

While it is not clear if Hitler was a member 
of the Thule Society, its influence on the 

















Design for the SS “Totenkopfring” 


development of Nazi ideology and the Nazi 
party cannot be written off. Its aim of 
fighing anything un-German, its racism 
and antisemitism, its blood-and-soil 
ideology and its ariosophic religious ideals 
were soon to become some of the main tenets 
of Nazi ideology. Hiltler declared: “Anyone 
who understands National Socialism merely 
as a political movement knows almost 
nothing about it. It is even more than religion, 
it is the desire to create a new human being.” 

During the chaotic years of the 1920s with 
the huge upsurge in nationalism and irra- 
tionality, German vélkisch-pagan groups were 
able further to increase their influence on 
society. For many of them 1933 and the 
Nazi’s rise to power brought about a “Golden 
Dawn” on their way to a new “Aryan” era. 

But their hopes. of gaining further 
recognition or even forming the state 
religion under the Nazi regime, were soon 
broken. After their rituals, symbols and some 
of their beliefs were adopted by the Nazis, 
almost all pagan organisations were made 
illegal. Even the Thule Society was forbidden 
in 1934. 

Instead Alfred Rosenberg, who described 
himself as neo-pagan, constituted a new 
National Socialist religion in his book The 
Myth of the 20th century. Heinrich Himmler 
later became one of the Nazis’ main 
advocates of all that the Thule Society stood 
for. Himmler wanted the SS to become a 
spiritual elite force of “pure Aryan knights”, 
bred from specially selected blond and blue- 
eyed soldiers who would be able to conquer 
vast areas of land and spread the Aryan race 
over the world. He set up SS “monasteries” 
such as the Wewelsburg, scattered with runic 
symbols, where the “spiritual” SS initiation 
rituals were held. The Nazis’ own mixture of 
volkisch-pagan religion and Germanic past 
provided a justification for their Fiihrer cult, 
their race mystique, the stress on national 
identity, the myth of the heroic soldiers as 
well as eugenic and euthanasia programmes 
and the Holocaust. 

After the war the vélkisch-pagan cults 
nearly disappeared from public existence as 
all pagan organisations were banned by the 
Allied authorities. However, they soon 
established themselves again in postwar 





Jiirgen Rieger 


society when the “Artgemeinschaft” 
(Racial Association) was founded in Berlin 
by Wilhelm Kusserow in 1951. The 
Artgemeinschaft, still in existence today, 
advocates the return of the “Germanic race” 
to its ancient “roots”, back to the spiritual and 
biological home of the Volk, to a “natural” 
hierarchy of the strongest. It repeatedly 
quotes Nazi ideologists such as Houston 
Stewart Chamberlain in its publications. 
Since 1980 the Artgemeinschaft has been led 
by Jiirgen Rieger, star lawyer for the German 
militant neo-fascist scene and leading mem- 
ber of the Nordic Ring. Both organisations, 
the Nordic Ring and the Artgemeinschaft, are 
the main organisers of the annual “Hetendorf 
Conference-Week” and play a vital role as an 
ideological and organisational backbone to 
the German fascist scene. 

In 1969 the Guido-von-List Society was 
refounded and was turned into the “Armanen- 
Orden” in 1976. Key leaders of the Armanen- 
Orden are Adolf and Sigrun Schleipfer who 
run the secretive order in the tradition of 
List’s concept of the “Armanen” as the 
spiritual elite of the Aryan race. Its front 
organisation, the “Arbeitsgemeinschaft 
Naturreligidser Stammesverbainde Europas” 
(European Racial Association of Natural 
Religious Groups; ANSE), where Sigrun 
Schleipfer also plays a leading role, has a 
more open struture. It established contact 
with other European pagan organisations and 
strengthened its links to the militant fascist 
scene through the membership of Jorn 
Schénlaub, a former Nationalistische Front 
member. The influence of the ANSE further 
reaches into alternative esoteric circles 
through seminars and its publication Huginn 
und Muninn (named after the two ravens on 
Odin’s shoulders). 

While the Artgemeinschaft and the ANSE 
have very apparent links to the neo-nazi 
spectrum, their religious beliefs have also 
been wholeheartedly embraced by the so- 
called “New Right”. As an alternative to 
egalitarian Christianity, New Right 
ideologists like Alain de Benoist and Pierre 
Krebs have discovered paganism as a suitable 
religious belief for a “future European order 
based on the grown culture of all European 
peoples”. 











Alain de Benoist 
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“Huginn und Muninn”, published by 
the ANSE 


In the light of these developments the “Thule 
Seminar” was founded by Pierre Krebs and 
Michael Fiedler in 1980. The Thule Seminar 
has tried to develop into a German equivalent 
of the French GRECE institute and is 
structured as a secret organisation. It advo- 
cates “the model of a heterogeneous world of 
homogeneous peoples” with all peoples 
returning to their assumed religious and 
cultural roots thus preserving “race” and 
culture. These policies are clearly not 
possible without a certain amount of racism, 
classically reworded as “ethnopluralism” and 
a strong hint of eco-fascism. Their web site 
states “... obviously the Thule Seminar also 
differs here from all other so-called 
environmentalists who keep up the perversion 
that the protection of nature and race could 
stop before being applied to human beings 
(note: migration, which actually is extremely 
un-ecological)’”. Now the main activity of the 
Thule Seminar seems to be the production of 
stickers like “Don’t give the Bible a chance - 


“Discover the true roots of your people!” 


It can be concluded that although the 
groups mentioned are far from having a 
massive impact on wider society, their impor- 
tance should not be underestimated. With 
meetings such as the “Hetendorf Conference- 
Week” these groups contribute to the reli- 
gious, political and ideological background 
for militant fascist street activists. They also 
propagate an anti-humanist, racist, antisemitic 
and hierarchical world view which is often 
concealed under a “back to nature” rhetoric. 
Considering the very unselective co-operation 
policy of some pagan organisations this might 
well prove to be a dangerous development. 
Further reading: 

“The Occult roots of Nazism” by Nicholas 
Goodrick-Clarke (I.B. Tauris & Co, 1992) 
“Eco-fascism” by Janet Biehl and Peter 
Staudemaier (AK Press, 1995) 
In German: 

“Die Gétter des New Age” 
(Elefanten Press, 1994) 
“Entspannt in die Barbarei” by Jutta Ditfurth 
(Konkret Literatur Verlag, 1996) 


by Peter Kratz 
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We are proud of our British Battalion, 

And the stand for Madrid that they made. 
For they fought like true sons of the people, 
As part of the 15th Brigade. 


(Jarama! Anti-fascist song, sung in tribute to the British Battalion of the International 


Brigades.) 


We shall not forget you 


here are few events that provoke as 
much interest for the anti-fascist 
historian as the Spanish Civil War. 
There are fewer still that can offer the inspira- 
tion of the activities of the International 
Brigades; the volunteers who came from 
many countries to help the Spanish people 
defend their Republic. 

Fred Thomas tells the story of how a 
Labour Party activist in Hackney ended up 
leaving his job and taking up arms to fight 
against fascism in Spain. Starting out by 
approaching the Communist Party at its King 
Street headquarters, he embarked on a clan- 
destine journey via France to Spain. The dis- 
graceful non-intervention policy of the British 
meant that it was illegal for British citizens to 
go and fight. 

Unlike some other accounts by 
International Brigaders, which give a rose- 
tinted hue, Thomas’s account is based on 
diaries that he kept at the time. Jo Tilt at 
Windmills will shatter any anti-fascist roman- 
ticism about the conflict. Fighting against 
superior odds and ill-equipped, the anti- 
fascist forces had to endure dreadful condi- 
tions amid the chaos of the battle. 

This unsanitised account makes his story 
all the more inspirational. It is also an impor- 
tant addition to the body of evidence that 
gives the lie to revisionist accounts that seem 
to be appearing with increasing regularity on 
both the left and right. 

A few accounts by members of the British 
Battalion have appeared recently, but because 


this book uses diary entries it is 
exceptional in the way that it captures 
a young man’s naivety and idealism. 
Descriptions of every detail, from 
worrying about cigarettes and choco- 
late supplies to many of the volun- 
teers’ ignorance of Spanish politics, 
add to the feeling that you are reading 
someone’s innermost thoughts. 

Apart from the graphic eyewitness 
accounts from the battlefields, 
Thomas demonstratehis extraordinary 
feel for life away from the front line 
in civil war Spain. The descriptions of 
his two stays in hospital recovering 
from his wounds are a poignant 
reflection of the stubborn courage of 
the ordinary Spanish people. 

The introduction by the academic, 




















Paul Preston, gives an_ excellent 
overview of the war itself and the role 
that the International Brigades played, 
putting Thomas’s own account in context. It 
seems a pity that Thomas could not find a 
British publisher for this important memoir, 
although perhaps it will reach a wider audi- 
ence through a US publisher. 

Fred Thomas also tells how the surviving 
members of the Battalion went back to a fas- 
cist-free Spain in 1981 (Franco remained in 
power until 1975). His book opens with a 
quotation from Dolores Ibarruri La Pasionara 
from the farewell to the International 
Brigades in Barcelona on 28 October 1938. It 
seems appropriate to end with it here: 
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The British Anti-tank Battery in 1937. Photograph reproduced in the book, 
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Fred Thomas while serving in Spain in the 
British Anti-tank Battery 


“Go proudly. You are history, you are leg- 
end. We shall not forget you, and when the 
olive tree of peace puts forth its leaves again, 
mingled with the laurels of the Spanish 
Republic’s victory, come back.” 


Postscript 

After being wounded twice in action and 
returning to Britain, Fred Thomas volunteered 
for service in the British army as the Second 
World War approached. He rose through the 
ranks to become a captain by the time the war 
ended. 

His experiences left him with an over- 
whelming desire to spend the rest of his 
working life educating others. He became a 
school teacher with exceptional skills and tal- 
ents. I was fortunate enough to be a pupil at a 
school where he taught for three years. His 
work as a teacher and as a Communist Party 
member in those days instilled and inspired 
those who knew him or were taught by him, 
giving us a view of the world and its history 
that many of us still carry with us, including 
those of us who gave up party politics to fight 
on other battlefields. 

When he retired he was a senior teacher in 
Hackney, east London. He lives out his retire- 
ment in the warmth and admiration of those 
he taught and those who worked with him. 
Salud Fred, Gerry Gable 


To Tilt at Windmills A Memoir of the 
Spanish Civil War, by Fred Thomas. 
Michigan State University Press (1996). 
ISBN 0-87013-421-3 
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Strong FN cultivates mainstream right 


he Front National’s 15 per cent 

vote in the second round of the 

French parliamentary elections 
in June has made it France’s third 
biggest party, after the governing 
Socialist Party and the opposition 
conservative Rassemblement pour la 
République (RPR). 

The final figures show that Jean-Marie Le 
Pen’s fascists received more votes than the 
RPR’s conservative rival and ally, the Union 
pour la Démocratie Frangaise. The UDF, a 
broad alliance of ultra-liberals and Christian 
Democrats, took just 14.5 per cent in the 
second round. The RPR itself, the party of the 
French president Jacques Chirac, is only 2 per 
cent ahead of the FN. 

Some political commentators have argued 
that the left won the election only because the 
FN went forward to the second round in no 
fewer than 76 constituencies. Of these the left 
won 40, leaving the conservative right in a 
critical situation. 

The FEN has become an enormous millstone 
around the neck of the mainstream right, 
forcing it to weigh up the possibilities of 
some kind of opportunistic partnership, albeit 
unofficial, with the fascists. Although the 
leaders of the RPR-UDF have publicly reject- 
ed the idea of an alliance with the FN, some 
figures in these parties seem willing to 
embark on such a course. The likely future 
mainstream right collaborators with Le Pen’s 
FN come from two distinct groups. 

First is the small group of MPs whom the 
EN rescued when, shortly before the second 
round, Le Pen announced a list of mainstream 
right candidates for whom FN voters could 
and should vote. These candidates had vari- 
ously lined up to denounce the Maastricht 
agreements or backed the FN’s ideas of 
“national preference”, Le Pen’s recipe for 
introducing racial apartheid in France. There 
were seven such pliable candidates — four 
RPR and three UDF. Six of them were 
reelected. 

For all six, the support of FN first-round 
voters was decisive in the second round. The 
RPR candidate in Lorraine, Jean Louis 
Masson, got only 27.5 per cent in the first 
round but could count on the transfer of the 
FN’s first-round tally of 18.5 per cent and 
won with 53 per cent. Another RPR 
candidate, Jean Valleix, was elected with 55 
per cent in the second round, after obtaining 
37 per cent in the first. The difference was 
largely made up by the transfer of FN votes to 
his campaign, in which he had emphasised 
that the mainstream right “should stop 
excommunicating” the FN. 

In the southern Toulouse region, Jacques 
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Yvan Blot (left), an FN MEP and former RPR member, has written an open letter 
to RPR MPs, while Bruno Gollnisch, third-in-command of the FN, shuns all 
alliances and wants nothing less than the primacy of the FN on the right 


Those mainstream right 
politicians who owe the fascists 
a debt of gratitude can now be 
expected to find reasons to 
cooperate with the FN 


Limouzy regained his seat for the RPR after 
the FN’s first-round 14 per cent switched to 
him in the second round. In Vienne, the shift 
of the FN’s vote to the RPR was again deci- 
sive. In the northern Pas de Calais region, the 
UDF benefited from the FN’s indulgence. 
Léonce Depez was elected with 51 per cent 
after winning 39 per cent in the first round. 
The FN’s 11 per cent made up the difference. 
A similar vote switch benefited the UDF can- 
didate Christian Martin in the western Maine- 
et-Loire region. Martin boasted that he had 
long been a friend of Samuel Maréchal, Le 
Pen’s son-in-law. 

The one candidate who fell, despite the 
FN’s assistance, was Hervé Novelli in Indre- 
et-Loire in central France. Novelli is a former 
member of the fascist strong-arm squad 
Occident and a friend of Alain Madelin, the 
former fascist leader of the Republican party. 
Although Le Pen urged the 13 per cent who 
voted FN to back Novelli in the second round, 


it was not enough to take him over the 50 per 
cent mark. 

These mainstream right politicians who 
owe the fascists a debt of gratitude can now 
be expected to find a multiplicity of reasons 
to cooperate with the FN. The other group 
that is toying increasingly with the idea of 


‘establishing common cause with the FN 


includes prominent personalities such as the 
former Security Minister Robert Pandraud, 
the former Justice Minister Alain Peyrefitte 
and the leader writer of the rightist daily 
Figaro, Alain Griotteray. 

Soon after the right’s election débacle, 
Figaro, a paper trusted by the FN, urged unity 
between the right and the extreme-right. 
Griotteray, writing in the paper’s weekly sup- 
plement, Figaro-Magazine, supported mutual 
withdrawal by the right and the FN in favour 
of each other’s candidates and said that for 
him “the FN is not an extremist party and, 
with 15 per cent of the vote, certainly not a 
right-wing extremist party”. 

Pandraud, who represents a constituency in 
the Paris region, had lunch with Le Pen at the 
end of June. Pandraud was rather coy about 
what was discussed but did say that he would 
like “a little bit of proportional representation 
in the electoral system”. Later he added that 
he would prefer a discussion with the rank 
and file of the FN than with its head. 
Continued next page, column I 
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Sweden Democrat leader charged with kidnapping 


Two years after the event, the Sweden 
Democrats’ party organiser and strongman, 
Lars Emanuelsson, will finally face a court on 
charges of carrying out a gangland-style kid- 
napping and extortion in June 1995. 

The kidnapping was a spinoff from the then 
ongoing split between the SD and its rival, 
the Homeland Party (HbP). The breakaway 
HbP was formed in spring 1995 by the “grey 
eminence” of the Swedish far right, Leif 
Zeilon, who had been eased out of the SD a 
few years earlier. Drawing on his connections 
with leadership figures in the militant nazi 


FN cultivates links 


Continued from previous page 


Pandraud kept his seat with the help of the 
EN, to which his politics are quite close any- 
way. At the congress of the Mouvement 
Initiative et Liberté, an ally of the RPR, a 
year ago he declared that in the past 14 years 
France “has become a racial, cultural and reli- 
gious cauldron in which the French, 
deprived of identity, no longer feel at home”. 

Peyrefitte is another right-wing conserva- 
tive who came out in favour of a pact between 
the RPR, UDF and FN long ago. In Le Monde 
on 17 June he made clear his belief that the 
main obstacle to such a pact is Le Pen him- 
self. “As long as M Le Pen remains at the 
head of the FN, no alliance with the 
parliamentary right is acceptable, neither for 
it nor for him. In fact, inside the FN an 
alliance of the right is much discussed but 
only Mégret and his allies are in favour of it. 
That is why Yvan Blot, Mégret’s lieutenant 
and a former RPR member, has been cultivat- 
ing his contacts with mainstream right MPs 
and has addressed an open letter to the 
leaders of the RPR.” 

The model for them all is the transforma- 
tion supposedly effected by the Italian fascists 
of the Alleanza Nazionale who, after repaint- 
ing their political fagade, were able to fight 
for political power. 

That Le Pen and his brutish mob of allies 
around the FN’s third-in-command, Bruno 
Gollnisch, remain the main barriers to such a 
development is true. They want nothing less 
than the absolute primacy of the FN on the 
right. As Le Pen put it in mid-June, he does 
“not want to see the FN become a crutch for 
the walking wounded of the disillusioned and 
demoralised former majority. We do not”, he 
said, “ally ourselves with routed forces.” 

The situation in France is now very worry- 
ing. The safety net between the right and the 
extreme right installed a few years ago has 
proved to be extremely porous to the ideas of 
the fascists and is being torn apart by the 
ambitious sharks of the FN and the wily old 
sea-dogs of the conservative right. 

An accurate measure of how much we 
should be concerned is provided by the leader 
of the centrist Force Démocrate, Francois 
Bayrou, who has said he does not rule out an 
alliance with those FN members who put 
aside the party’s racist ideology. 


From Reflex 
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Lars Emanuelsson: facing trial for 
kidnapping and extortion 


Reichfront and the Church of the Creator, 
Zeilon set up a group almost tailor made to 
cause havoc inside the SD. 

At that time Anders Klarstrém, a former 
Nordic Reich Party militant, had stepped 
down as SD party leader and been replaced 
by the current chairman, Mikael Jansson. A 
relatively recent arrival in the party, Jansson 
is viewed as a weak leader. Although he has 
made a few efforts to raise his profile at pub- 
lic meetings, he left the day-to-day running of 
the party in the hands of Emanuelsson. 

Within weeks of the HbP’s formation, a 
number of key SD members, particularly in 
the party’s youth section, were making over- 
tures towards the breakaway group. The num- 
ber of defectors became a serious problem to 
the SD’s leaders, as rank and file members 
became less than enthusiastic about their 
party. In May 1995 the entire SD branch in 
Eker6, near Stockholm, defected to the HbP. 

Eker6 was seen as one of the most impor- 
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tant SD branches, partly because of its close 
proximity to Stockholm, but more because 
the district sported one of the five SD seats 
won in local parliaments. An SD candidate 
was elected to Eker6é Council in the 1994 
elections, surprising to the party itself as 
much as the general public. 

The seat was held in succession by two 
other members of the party, who stepped 
down eventually leaving it in the hands of 
Freddy Fjéllklint, a 21-year-old local activist. 
When Fjéliklint engineered the defection to 
the nazi HbP, he brought with him not only 
the council seat but also the local branch 
funds. 

In June 1995 Emanuelsson and Henrik 
Ehnmark, an SD executive member, drove 
out to Ekeré to have a serious talk with 
Fjoliklint. They caught up with the defector 
just as he was leaving for work in the morn- 
ing. Spotting Emanuelsson and Ehnmark, 
Fjollklint attempted to leg it but was caught at 
a bus stop. He then tried to call the police 
emergency number on his mobile phone. 
Emanuelsson snatched the phone out of 
Fjollklint’s hand and forced him into the back 
seat of the car. A bus driver witnessed the 
incident. 

Fj6llklint was taken to an isolated spot in 
Ekeré, where he was “persuaded” to step 
down as a council member and to turn over 
local party funds to the SD national organisa- 
tion. He was then taken to a post office in 
Stockholm, where Emanuelsson and Ehnmark 
made sure Fjéllklint signed over the money. 
Reporting the incident to the police a few 
hours later, Fjdllklint said he was threatened 
and too frightened to call for help. 

Facing charges for a crime that could put 
him in prison for ten years, Emanuelsson has 
received the support of Jansson, who says 
“the incident is just minor bullshit” and will 
not affect Emanuelsson’s “future in the 
party”. Jansson is undoubtedly right about 
that. 


From our Swedish correspondent 









Sweden Democrats on the march in Sundsvall in 1994 
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Searchlight special feature 





Two faces of German racism 


Maimed 
for life 


Noel Martin’s story 


hurled by an extreme right-wing youth in 

the small Brandenburg town of Mahlow 
changed Noel Martin’s life for ever. Born in 
Jamaica, but having lived most of his life in 
Birmingham, Martin was working as a 
plasterer on a German construction site when 
the racist assault took place. 

What happened has become a common 
occurrence in the small towns that ring the 
German capital, Berlin. On 16 June last year 
Martin and two other black British building 
workers were on their way to a new site after 
working on and off for about 18 months in 
Mahlow. In front of the station they were 
confronted by a group of about ten local 
racist youths who shouted racial abuse at 
them. 

Desperate to get away from this threatening 
situation, the three workers got into Martin’s 
car and drove off, only to be followed by two 
of the racists in a stolen car. The two, Sandro 
Ristau, 18, and Mario Potter, 24, decided to 
“teach the foreigners a lesson’. Travelling at 
high speed, Ristau took a 7kg stone and 
lobbed it through Martin’s car window. 

This caused Martin to lose control of the 
car and crash head-on into a tree. Although 
his two workmates were only dazed and 
slightly injured, for Martin the price was far 
higher: paralysis from the neck downwards. 
He can no longer use his arms and legs and is 
now totally dependent on round-the-clock 
care. 

In November last year, Ristau and P6tter 
were sentenced to five years and eight years 

. in prison, respectively. Their trial exposed the 
malignant depths of their racism for all to see. 
During the breaks in the trial, Potter daubed 
the walls of his cell with slogans such as “Put 
the niggers and the Jews up against the wall” 
and “Down with the Jew state”. In the public 
gallery, a gaggle of 20, sometimes 30, fascist 
youths was always on hand to lend moral sup- 
port to the defendants when they tried to 
blame Martin for the crash that maimed him. 

While Martin’s life has changed traumati- 
cally, life in Mahlow goes on as before. On 
warm Sunday evenings the usual crown of 
boneheads hangs around the town square in 
front of the tiny station, drinking beer and 
amusing themselves by commenting loudl 
on everyone who passes by. 

When two obviously Asian restaurant 
workers hurry past to take the train to Berlin, 
the bonehead crowd gets restless and verbally 


ust over one year ago, a large stone 
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Noel Martin: a vicious racist attack left him paralysed from the neck down. 


Racists still terrorise the streets in Mahlow, where the attack took place 


aggressive. But tonight they do not feel like 
violence and limit themselves to verbal slurs. 

The local mayor, Werner la Haine, seems 
oblivious to the bonehead reign of 
intimidation in Mahlow. “Things have 
quietened considerably since last summer,” he 
says. La Haine proudly points to “the many 
social activities we have started for 
our young people” and lists a soccer 
tournament against racism and the fact that 
the local youth club, Oasis, has been given a 
lick of paint and has developed a new 
programme. 

Oasis is part of the problem in Mahlow. 
The club has been a main hangout for local 
bonehead and fascist youths since after the 
attack on Noel Martin. It was in Oasis that 
they planned their trips to the courtroom in 
Potsdam to show their racist solidarity with 
Ristau and Potter. And it was Oasis that pro- 
vided them with a room for meetings of up to 
40 racists to spread the myth that the two “are 
in fact innocent and have become victims of a 
media campaign and a biased court”, a lie 
backed up by their social worker, Klaus 
Lehmann. 

Lehmann, a former chemist turned social 
worker, clearly has no problems with the lurid 
concoction of half-truths, fantasy, lies, 
rumour and myths brewed by the friends of 
the two convicted louts. Quite the opposite: 
he identifies fully with “his kids”. Indeed, he 
goes so far as to defend the spurious claim 
that Martin’s car hit the tree while Martin was 
in hot pursuit of the racists! “Why should I 
distrust what they tell me. They have no rea- 
son to lie to me,” he pleads with the repetitive 
frequency of a well trained parrot. 


Lehmann goes on to say: “If the stone had 
hit only 30 centimetres further to the right, 
nobody would be talking about Mahlow. 
Things here are very normal and the youths 
are just expressing what everyone else is 
thinking.” Precisely. 

Last winter the two Oasis youth workers 
and the agency that employs them decided 
that the racist mob could no longer visit the 
club on a regular basis. There had been loud 
music late at night and neighbours had 
complained. 

So now they have a new arrangement. The 
very understanding apologist for racism, Herr 
Lehmann, escorts them to a local gym every 
Sunday. “If you treat them like normal 
people,” he trills, “it’s really fun to hang out 
with them and sport helps them with their 
aggression”. 

As part of the new arrangement, the racist 
youths are allowed to meet every second 
weekend in the club without supervision. 
They make the most of this opportunity. On 
20 April, the anniversary of Hitler’s birth, 
they held a party, attended by more than 50 
people, without the slightest interference 
from the club management. 

Lehmann denies even the possibility that 
the gang has any contacts with organised 
fascists. What both he and the Mahlow 
authorities do not know, choose to ignore or 
do not care about, is the undisputed and 
proven fact that the nazi Nationalistische 
Front had members in Mahlow before it was 
outlawed in 1992, and that today young men 
and women from the town are always 
presents at events organised by the nazi Junge 
Nationaldemokraten, such as the JN’s attempt 
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in February to stage a march through the 
Berlin suburb of Hellersdorf. If anything, 
the trial and conviction of Ristau and Potter 
have been a catalyst in cementing the ties 
between Mahlow’s racist gangs and organised 
fascism. 

Now, as both the racist youths and their 
social workers agree that their continued pres- 
ence at Oasis will interfere with the club’s 
new target of younger teenagers — Mahlow’s 
next generation of nazis? — the youths have 
opened negotiations with la Haine about get- 
ting their own club. La Haine has promised to 
help them, especially because “they have 
offered to clean the town’ of 
graffiti”. It should be noted that the only graf- 
fiti are anti-nazi slogans sprayed along the 
route of an anti-racist demonstration in 
Mahlow shortly after the attack on Martin and 
his workmates last year. 

While the mayor seems to trust the 
apparent serenity on the streets of Mahlow, 
local immigrant restaurant owners are rather 


more sceptical about how long this “peace” 
will last. “The summer is only beginning,” 
says one of them, “let’s see when it will end”. 
In the recent past, staff from the two Asian 
and two Italian restaurants have been both 
verbally and physically attacked at the rail- 
way station. 

The restaurants, whose existence in such a 
hothouse atmosphere is precarious, are the 
only reminder of any immigrant life in among 
Mahlow’s 7,000-strong population. The only 
other “foreigners” in the town are British and 
north American engineers working for the 
giant Mercedes Benz company in nearby 
Dahlewitz, who are living temporarily in the 
newly built Apartment Park Mahlow and at 
the town’s one hotel. The 200 mostly British, 
Portuguese and Polish building workers, of 
whom Martin was one, who built Apartment 
Park Mahlow left the town last year. 

When asked about contacts with Martin, la 
Haine shrugs his shoulders. “I haven’t man- 
aged to establish personal contact,” he says, a 


whole year after the attack that left Martin 
lamed for life. And, “no, we have no plans for 
a commemorative event”. 

Meanwhile, Martin is still waiting ... for an 
apology, for a personal invitation to travel to 
Mahlow “to look at people’s faces”, and for 
compensation for his ruined life from the 
state of Brandenburg. 

To date it has taken Brandenburg more than 
nine months to pay him the small disability 
pension of £1,000 a month to which he is 
entitled. Legally, however, he is entitled to far 
more from the state, including payment of his 
medical bills and the provision of suitable 
equipment to make life with near-total 
paralysis easier. 

It remains to be seen how much longer 
Brandenburg, which launched a high profile, 
big budget, so-called “anti-racist” campaign 
in the spring, will continue to drag its feet in 
making appropriate compensation to Martin. 


By a special correspondent 


Released but not free: Safwan Eid’s story 


n 30 June, after what was virtually a 

show-trial, Safwan Eid, a Lebanese 

refugee, was acquitted of having set 
ablaze the refugee hostel in the north German 
city of Liibeck in January 1996 and of 
causing the deaths of 10 people and serious 
injury to another 38. 

The acquittal by the Liibeck court is, how- 
ever, only a partial victory in the battle 
against the efforts of the police and state 
prosecution authorities to dump the blame for 
Germany’s worst postwar racist massacre on 
the refugees themselves. 

After more than 60 days of court hearings 
over a nine-month period, the prosecution 
case finally collapsed completely. The hear- 
ings revealed a shocking catalogue of failures 
by the justice authorities, including the 
destruction of vital evidence and the cover up 
of clues to the real perpetrators of the arson. 
Despite all its efforts, the prosecution was not 
able to provide a shred of serious evidence to 
link Eid with the crime and was left in the 
highly embarrassing situation of having to 
ask for his acquittal itself. 

Unfortunately, the judge could not muster 
the courage to admit this clearly in his sum- 
ming up. Instead, Eid was left with a mealy- 
mouthed acquittal on grounds of “lack of 
evidence” and a mild criticism of the 
prosecution for its alleged failure “to take the 
necessary care” in preparing its case. 

The aggressive strategy of Eid’s defence 
lawyer, Gabriele Heinecke, who savaged the 
legal representations of the prosecution — not 
least the so-called forensic evidence — was 
labelled by the judge as “a politicisation of 
the investigation” and “unhelpful and unob- 
jective”. However, a political approach was 
necessary with a political state investigation 
and a shambles of a trial in which fascists 
were exempted from even the most superfi- 
cial inquiry and absolved from any responsi- 
bility for the Liibeck killings with the most 
threadbare of justifications. At the same time, 
the prosecution did its utmost to slap a guilty 
label on one of the victims of the fire. 

The verdict sheds no new light on the real 
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Above: anti-fascists demon 


strate outside the burned refugee hostel in 
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November 1996. Below: René Burmeister, one of the fascists from 
Grevesmuthlen, whom police picked up with singed hair on the night of the 
arson. They have never been properly investigated 





circumstances of the inferno at the hostel. 
Moreover, it cannot and is not designed to 
reverse the unwholesome political manoeu- 
vring that has surrounded this case. Those 
who still believe that the refugees are not 
victims of racist violence but are the fire 
raisers themselves will see no reason to 
change their minds after this ruling. The ver- 
dict has only ensured that Eid is still shrouded 
in suspicion, although the judge stated that 
“not even the slightest motives on his part 
could be firmly established”. 

The prosecution’s case was simply absurd, 
based as it was on an assumption that Eid 
intended not only to trap other refugees in a 
blaze that razed his home to the ground but 
also to burn his own family, who lived at the 
hostel, to death before going to bed in a build- 
ing that was already on fire. This entirely fab- 
ricated and incredible story, combined with a 





Press conference on 2 July 1996, the day Safwan Eid was freed. Eid (centre) is 
flanked by his brother and his lawyer Gabriele Heinecke 


hearsay “confession” from a very doubtful 
witness, was enough to put Eid behind bars 
for five months while the prosecution was 
setting about trying to construct a plausible 
case against him. 

While this was going on, the people who 
should really have come under police 
scrutiny, four German nazis who were picked 
up close to the scene of the crime immediate- 
ly after the alarm was raised, were left 
untouched. The nazis, whom the police found 
with singed hair, eyebrows and eyelashes — 
typical results of handling inflammable 
substances — were briefly examined by the 
Liibeck court forensic officer, handed back to 
the police and then duly allowed to disappear 
scot free. 

On the day after the fire, the police claimed 
that the four nazis, from Grevesmiihlen, a 
small town 23 miles from Liibeck, could not 
have been the arsonists because they were 
supposedly seen by a police patrol some 
distance away from the hostel at the time of 
the fire. However, at least two independent 
and reliable eyewitnesses came forward to 
contradict this story. As the time when the 
fire started remains unclear and unproven, the 
nazis’ alibi must be judged worthless and the 
police incompetent for their failure to subject 
it to serious examination. 

Meanwhile, these same nazis have since 
boasted publicly about the support they got 
from the police and one has even confessed to 
their presence at the scene of the arson. Maik 
Wotenow, when threatened with arrest after 
being caught shoplifting in Giistrow in 
January this year, said “you can’t do me, I 
took part in the Liibeck arson attack”. This, 
apparently, was not seen as a reason for 
further investigation as far as the prosecution, 
intent on framing Eid, was concerned. 

In a strict legal sense, the crime will proba- 
bly never be solved. This will not diminish 
the fact that the justice authorities in Liibeck 
have perpetrated a cover-up. The German 
authorities do not want a public debate on the 
much wider issue of racist violence and will 
persist with their policy of curbing the rights 


of asylum seekers. They will do anything to 
divert international attention from what is 
going on now in Germany more than 50 years 
after the end of Hitler’s rule. 

The half-hearted acquittal of Eid is being 
used for political purposes by the very archi- 
tects of racist policy to show the outside 
world how “democratic” and “independent” 
the German courts really are. They overlook 
the fact that the investigating authorities spent 
18 months and enormous sums of public 
money trying to frame an innocent person. 

As a result of this lengthy trial, every right- 
wing petrol-bomber can feel encouraged by 
the abysmal failures of the police. Since the 
beginning of this year alone there have been 
at least four serious arson attacks committed 
by these fascist extremists in Liibeck itself. 
The fascists now think themselves “fireproof” 
in their attempts to terrorise churches which 
have provided sanctuary to refugees. 

For anti-fascists the main lessons of the 
Safwan Eid case are clear. Firstly, an indepen- 
dent, broad-based and active anti-fascist 
movement is essential to provide defence and 
to campaign on the issues involved in such a 
case. Secondly, police evidence alone is not 
to be trusted and must be carefully checked. 
Thirdly, it is necessary to follow such a case 
rigorously to expose manipulation of evi- 
dence quickly, in order to prevent gross 
miscarriages of justice. Finally, it is essential 
to broaden awareness of such blatant frame- 
ups internationally, a function well discharged 
in the Safwan Eid case by the Independent 
International Commission, which included 
the distinguished British lawyer Geoffrey 
Bindman and the dedicated anti-nazi Beathe 
Klarsfeld. 

After the fiasco in Liibeck one must hope 
that the prosecution in the next German city 
to experience a racist massacre will be a little 
more circumspect in how it handles the case 
and will look for the real perpetrators rather 
than for convenient scapegoats. 


By Christof Kleine, Liibecker Biindnis gegen 
Rassismus 








German nazi 
violence 
hots up on 
summer 
weekends 


More than 500 members and supporters of the 
nazi Nationaldemokratische Partei 
Deutschlands (NPD) staged a demonstration 
under the protection of several hundred police 
officers in the east German town of Zittau on 
5 July. The march, which had official permis- 
sion, came close on the heels of the nazis’ 
unimpeded 150-strong parade through Bad 
Segeburg. Anti-fascists who gathered to 
harass the nazis were prevented by police 
from getting anywhere near them. 

The next major flashpoint will be the 
planned march this month to commemorate 
the anniversary of the death of Adolf Hitler’s 
deputy, Rudolf Hess. To date, the nazis have 
not announced any venue. Although it is like- 
ly that the demonstration will come under a 
blanket ban by the German authorities, the 
nazis will repeat their performance of 
previous years by making multiple applica- 
tions for a march in a bid to confuse both 
anti-fascists and the police about their final 
intentions. 

What is certain is that a demonstration will 
take place somewhere in Germany, particular- 
ly because this year is the keynote tenth 
anniversary and the Germans will not wish to 
cede responsibility for this important event to 
foreign nazis, especially after the fiascoes in 
Roskilde, Denmark, in 1995 and _ in 
Trollhattan, Sweden, last year. Nevertheless, 
nazis from other countries are likely to try to 
travel to Germany to take part in the march. 

It is worth noting too that although 
“prestige” nazi events such as the Hess march 
and May Day demonstration are met with 
blanket prohibitions and even preventive 
arrests, this has not stopped the nazis from 
dramatically raising their public profile in 
recent weeks. Indeed the authorities have 
given them relative freedom to do so, appar- 
ently allowing some activities and taking 
action to prevent others. 

In late June, they were able to stage a 
bonehead concert, appropriately on a former 
pig farm near Bremerhaven. Although the 
police were tipped off well in advance by 
anti-fascists with information from Germany 
and Sweden, the concert, organised by the 
notorious nazi criminal and thug Thorsten 
Heise, went ahead without any police action 
to stop it. 

A tangible result of the authorities’ 
lassitude and inconsistency is that nazis are 
now in action across Germany almost every 
weekend. This was evident the weekend 
before the Zittau march, when more than 600 
nazis took part in an indoor rally, organised 
by the fascist newspaper Europa Vorn, in the 
east German city of Halle an der Saale. 
Contined on next page, column I 
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Weekends of violence 


Continued from previous page 


Incredibly, the nazis were able to book the 
city’s Culture and Congress Centre. 

Playing a leading role in the rally were the 
former leader of the Republikaner, Franz 
Schonhuber, and the nazi “folk singer” Frank 
Rennicke. Anti-fascist protesters who hurled 
rocks at the building were attacked by baton- 
charging police and several were arrested. 

Fascist violence and terror are also on the 
increase. On the same weekend as the Zittau 
march, a mob of more than 70 nazis, armed 
with offensive weapons, savagely attacked 
and broke up an anti-fascist gathering in St 
Wedel in the Saarland, while in Kassel police 
discovered the battered and partly burned 
corpse of a 17-year-old asylum seeker 
murdered by racists. In Grimmen, two Iraqi 
men were viciously assaulted and one hospi- 
talised by a gang of racist youths and in 
Kleinpésna, near Leipzig, two Polish anglers 
were set upon by nazis camping nearby and 
severely beaten. 

Also on that weekend, police in 
Brandenburg broke up a meeting of 40 nazis 
in Herzsprung and made 14 arrests, including 
the mayor who had not only permitted the 
meeting but had tried to protect the partici- 
pants from police intervention. Eyewitnesses 
reported that the nazis had played music with 
titles such as: “We are the brown battalion”, 
“The SA is marching” and “Foreigners out”. 
The mayor, Heinz Georg Miiller, has been 
charged with obstructing the police and has 
since resigned his post. 

Again on that weekend, more than 90 nazis 
met to hold a meeting in a rifle club in 
Winterberg in North-Rhine Westphalia. The 
event was broken up by police, who made 
several arrests of nazis who will be charged 
with displaying illegal symbols. 


Jews threatened 


Peter Hirschfeld, the leader of the small 
Jewish community in Hildesheim, near 
Hannover, has made public the fact that Jews 
in the town are increasingly being harassed, 
insulted and threatened with violence. 

Hirschfeld told the media on 6 July that in 
recent days he has personally received more 
than a dozen telephone calls in which he was 
called “a Jewish pig” and told that he should 
be gassed. Other members of the community 
have been on the receiving end of similar 
abuse and threats, he said. 

As an observant Jew who wears the tradi- 
tion skull cap, the kipa, Hirschfeld has been 
greeted on the street with Hitler-salutes and 
shouts of “Heil Hitler”, has been told by 
passers-by that he should “go to Israel”, has 
had his car vandalised and has been the vic- 
tim of an attempt to lure him out of his home 
late at night. In the last incident, clearly an 
attempt at an ambush, a club was found out- 
side his door. 

Other Jewish people in the town have com- 
plained of rising antisemitism. Local police 
have told them that their complaints are being 
taken “very seriously” and that daubings on 
the Jewish chapel in Hildesheim cemetery are 
currently being investigated as well as the 
systematic tearing down of posters advertis- 
ing Jewish cultural meetings. 
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One of Italy’s leading nazi skinhead bands, pictured on the cover of the final 


issue of “British Oi!”. The magazine has been replaced by “Strength and Will” 


Police go after Hammerskins 


olice have raided over 100 locations in 
P: dozen cities where young nazis were 

known to meet, in an Interior Ministry 
crackdown on the Italian nazi music scene. A 
key target was the Italian version of the 
Hammerskins, a group formed in 1995 in 
defiance of the “Mancino law”, which banned 
all the openly nazi and racist groups. 

Police have been actively investigating the 
Hammerskins’ Internet activities and 
described the group as a racist hate organisa- 
tion that should be prosecutied under the 
Mancino law. 

The material found in the raids included 
nazi and SS posters, badges, literature and 
key rings, many of British or US origin. At 
one house the police discovered a rifle and 
two converted air pistols. Forty nazi skin- 
heads in Rome were officially notified that 
they are under investigation and 21 are under 
surveillance. 

The Hammerskins have strong links 
through the nazi music networks with the 

followers of Combat 18 and Blood and 
Honour in Britain. A number of them visit 
Britain regularly to conduct political 
activities. 

In June last year two prominent British nazi 
bands, the re-formed No Remorse and 
Chingford Attack, played major gigs in 
northern Italy attended by hundreds of young 
nazi skinheads. The British nazis were able to 
participate in a fascist demonstration in 
Trieste. 

Some Italian bands are following the music 
created by Ian Stuart Donaldson but others on 
the Italian far right have developed complete- 
ly new styles and areas of nazi music. 

@ According to figures released by the 
Italian Ministry of the Interior, more than 300 
racist assaults took place in 1996, with Milan 


and Rome at the top of the list. The escalation 
of racist violence is made dramatically clear 
by the figures of blacks killed: 91 in 1994, 99 
in 1995, 111 in 1996 and 34 during the first 
few months of 1997. 


By a special correspondent 


Venice church 
occupiers carried out 
military training 


As the investigation and trial of the nine 
“commandos” who invaded and occupied the 
San Marco church in Venice continues, more 
disturbing facts are being revealed about the 
ideology and the extent of the secessionist 
movement for a separate Venetian republic. 

Documents, pamphlets, symbols and other 
paraphernalia seized in police raids on the 
homes of the nine accused look like some- 
thing out of the 15th century. In this respect, 
the propaganda of the Venetian secessionists 
is very similar to that of Umberto Bossi’s 
Lega Nord, which also glorifies the late 
Middle Ages. However, the Venetian propa- 
ganda is far more racist. 

Material circulated by the secessionists 
rails against mixed marriages and abortion 
and demands a total halt to all immigration 
from southern Italy into the wealthy north of 
the country. For the secessionists, southern 
Italians belong to the same category as black 
Africans. In addition, they demand that the 
Christian religion should be the only religion 
permitted in Italy. 

Their political ideas rank with the kind of 
mediaeval fantasies promoted by Hitler’s SS 
chief Heinrich Himmler. They would wipe 


out democracy and reinstate the authoritarian 
and elitist rule of the Doges, who would be 
protected by an equally elitist militia in their 
planned “Greater Venice State”. 

Evidence gathered in the police inquiry 
indicates that the secessionists regularly car- 
ried out military training in the surrounding 
hills and even had their own distinctive mili- 
tary uniforms. If arrested during such illegal 
activities, members were told to declare 
themselves “political prisoners”. 

Fortunately, the secessionist terrorists have 
gained very little popular support. The mass 
defections from Bossi’s style of separatism 
have not led to a radicalisation in that direc- 
tion. However, the lack of public backing 
does not trouble the secessionists because 
they espouse elitist and militaristic concepts. 

They do, however, have support from what 
many would have thought an unlikely quarter, 
namely the anti-tax movement, LIFE, that 
was launched last year by the former premier 
Silvio Berlusconi. This group’s warped ideas 
bear more than a passing resemblance to the 
notions touted by the right-wing extremist 
militias in the USA. LIFE came out in sup- 
port of the Venetian secessionists, describing 
them as “victims of the Rome regime” and a 
true example of “patriotism” for the Italian 
population. 

The secessionists have ruffled some feath- 
ers in the mainstream Italian fascist move- 
ment. The increasingly frustrated fascist hard- 
core activists, inside and outside the Alleanza 
Nazionale, have clear sympathies for the 
secessionists, who at least appear to have 
done something concrete by taking up arms 
against the “leftist” Rome government. The 




























groundswell of sympathy 
is dangerous because it 
can only encourage the 
more violent elements in 
the AN who are seething 
with discontent at Fini’s 
legalistic tactics. 

Fini wants to confront 
the government but dis- 
counts force and knows he 
has limited his options. 
Berlusconi’s establishment 
of a middle-class tax 
protest movement is more 
adventurous than anything 
the AN leader has on offer 
and its support for the 
secessionists shows the 
direction it could go. 

As for the crumbling 
Lega Nord, its silence on 
the secessionists is not 
surprising because — the 
Lega Nord was itself born |. fo 











partly out of separatist 
movements in the Venice 
region in the mid-1980s. 
The militia-style movements in Venice now 
heap scorn on Bossi, deriding the Lega Nord 
as “too liberal”. 

Trying to catch up with events, Bossi has 
become more strident and has begun to call 
for a breakaway of the whole northern region 
before 1998. He does not have much time 
left! He has lost so much support that he has 
to sound more and more like a militia fanatic. 

After the electoral catastrophe of the local 
elections last spring, he embarked on a clean- 


When hate comes to town 
Community Responses to Racism and Fascism 


@ What can you do if racist and fascist activities affect your community? 
@ How can you support victims of racist attacks? 

@ What should you do if fascists are standing in elections? 

@ How do fascists infiltrate local organisations? 

@ What are your rights if you are racially harassed or attacked? 
@ How do racists recruit young people at football grounds and concerts? 
@ What does the law say about racism and how can you use it? 
@ How can you educate your community about the dangers of racial hatred? 

@ How can you organise successful anti-racist events and get publicity for your work? 





Racist anti-Albanian posters appearing in Italy 


“shadow 


out of his so-called Lega Nord 
cabinet”. A notable newcomer to this body is 
one Maurizio Borghezio. Borghezio has been 
“appointed” as justice and interior minister 
and, in addition, has appointed himself as 
propaganda chief of the Lega Nord. To date 
the only literature he has approved for 
circulation are the works of the Italian nazi 
theorist Julius Evola. 


From our Italian correspondent 
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200 pages of information on the history of racism and SPACES Sirs cere re 3 PEL ec rt se { 
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reference book for defeating racist ideas and responding to WG sec sascecs thease somncannaas cated ANG ara cs series cov ccace seen. 
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Order your copies now | When hate comes to town. 
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International nazi fest 


planned for Wales 





The British Movement-led faction of Blood and 
Honour is about to embark on the biggest event it 
has tried to hold in the past few years. The usual 
title under which major nazi gigs are held, “The 
Main Event”, has been dropped in favour of the 
much more politically emotive title used by nazis 
in North America, “Aryan Fest”. 

Farmland has been booked for 9 August, with a 
fallback indoor venue, both of which are in Wales. 
Large numbers of nazis are expected to turn up 
from all over the world to hear their favourite 
hatemongers perform. 

The line-up is expected to include upwards of 
ten nazi bands. They include Brutal Attack, Celtic 
Warrior, English Rose, British Standard and the 
Ovaltinees from Britain, plus bands from Sweden 
and Germany. Bound for Glory, one of the bands 
with the biggest following on the nazi music 
scene, are due to travel over from the USA. 

The authorities in Wales are expected to take a 
dim view of the prospect of this nazi jamboree. 
The last major nazi gig in Wales ended with a vil- 
lage outside Caerphilly looking like a war zone 
and hundreds of police having to clear the area. 

If the gig goes ahead unchallenged, it could 
prove an important catalyst for those now trying to 
reunite the Blood and Honour movement. 
Previous attempts in Britain to bring together an 
international line-up of nazi stars have been 
thwarted. Searchlight hopes this gig will go the 
same way. 


50 years of independence 


To mark the 50th anniversary of Indian and 
independence, Southall 


Pakistani 


Newham Monitoring Project fights on 


Despite a campaign of dirty tricks and 
threats the Newham Monitoring Project is 
still active in its work for those parts of the 
community in Newham that are under 
attack or threat from racism or police 
harassment. 

NMP, after 11 years of funding by 
Newham Council, faced the complete with- 
drawal of financial support in April, after a 
decision that NMP said was aimed at 
silencing effective and independent criti- 
cism of the council. 

A new issue of Newham Monitor, pro- 
duced by the NMP Defence Campaign, 
reports that the immediate future of NMP 
has been secured after supporters succeed- 
ed in raising £2,000 in two months. 

NMP’s target for 1997 is £12,000. Part of 
this will go towards the cost of running a 
new office. NMP’s old office, the 382 
Centre, was badly damaged in a fire in 
January and the council has refused to 
carry out repairs. 

Most of the money will be spent on cam- 
paigning, in particular the campaign for 
justice for Ibrahima Sey’s family. Mr Sey 
died in police custody after being sprayed 
with CS gas while handcuffed. NMP will 
also be resurrecting its anti-fascist work 
and hopes to extend its weekly advice ses- 
sions, which provide practical advice and 
support to those suffering racial violence. 
The sessions, which started in June, are 
held at Forest Gate Youth Centre, in 


Monitoring 


Group — Unity is calling a march for unity and 


Woodgrange Road, E7 on Wednesdays 
from 7-9pm. 

On Sunday 5 October NMP will hold its 
annual general meeting. Its main business 
will be the presentation of a discussion 
document titled “The Future of Anti- 
Racism in Newham”. The meeting will also 
elect a new management committee. 
Searchlight hopes readers in Newham and 
beyond will support this event. Those who 
wish to attend should sign up as a member 
or affiliate beforehand. 

Newham Monitor can be obtained from 
the NMP Defence Campaign, PO Box 273, 
London E7, tel. 0181 555 8151, from 
where details of how to affiliate to NMP 
are also available. Anyone who wishes to 
help with the advice sessions should con- 
tact Gilly Mundy at the same address. 


NOTICES 


The British National Party is trying to infil- 
trate or establish local Paedophile Watch 
Groups as an extension of its homophobic 
hate campaigns. Searchlight would wel- 
come news of any such activity from read- 
ers around the country or from BNP mem- 
bers who are sickened by the hypocrisy of 
their own party, knowing how many of its 
members indulge in this sickness. 

All information in confidence to 
Searchlight. 


TRADE UNION FRIENDS 
OF SEARCHLIGHT 


As predicted last month Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
crashed through the 100 barrier of affiliated local and regional 
branches and national trade union organisations. The extremely 
successful Respect 97 festival (see pages 8-9) gave us the 
opportunity to meet many of our supporters face to face. 

Invitations to speak at union meetings are coming in from all 
over the country and we are now receiving a steady flow of 
information about nazi and racist attempts to threaten and 
intimidate trade unionists. 

If your branch or members get any such threats, you will find 
guidance to the most effective means of dealing with them in 
our handbook of Community responses to Racism and 
Fascism, which all TUFS affiliates receive on joining. You can 


also drop us a line or call us. 


through Southall Remember always to keep the envelopes in which such 
for threats are sent. In some areas the police will go as far as tak- 


ing DNA samples from them in order to trace the rats who send 


solidarity among all our communities and for 
friendship between India and Pakistan. In the 
light of the recent violence between Skih and 
Muslim youths in west London, we need to 
demonstrate that we will stand together against 
racism and all forms of bigotry. 


out this filth. 

Trade union branches are invited to join TUFS for £50 a 
year, for which they will receive Searchlight every month, 
updates on trade*union related issues and special rates for train- 
ing education and future publications. The next issue of TUFS 
News, to be published shortly, will be a special TUC 
Conference edition. First-time affiliates will receive 
Searchlight Educational Trusts handbook, When hate comes to 
town, which normally costs organisations £30, 

We urge all readers to get their union branches to join. 
Further details and application forms from: 
Searchlight, 37B New Cavendish Street, London, W1M 8JR, 
tel. 0171 284 4040, fax. 0171 284 4410 
email tufs.@s-light.demon.co.uk. 

Thanks for all your support and on to the next hundred. 


Sunday, 17 August 
Noon 


Assemble: Dominion car park 
Dominion Road, Southall 


For more information, contact SMG-Unity, PO Box 304, 
Southall, UB2 5TR, tel 0181 843 2333 
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Left to right 
leader of the: 
National Soci 
activist wife ¢ 
minder and fl 
Sargent (righ 
his brother's ; 





sutlines the vari- 
us crimes of 
aul David 
emerge nt. 
Jowever, it is 
tteve Sargent 
vho seems to be 
joing much of 
he running as 
ar as literature goes. He Above: The friends of Will Browning: (from back left) a 
las recently issued two young bonehead nazi from east London; “Big Mick” 
sw publications, issue leader of the nazi band Chingford Attack; a young nazi 
9° of The Order and the bonehead from Essex; Eric Wallis’s partner; (front row) 
econd White Dragon, Mark “Akkie” Atkinson from west London; Del.Connor, 
he monthly newsletter the London nazi heavy now based in Rochdale; and Eric 
f the National Socialist Wallis, an ex-squaddie from Scotland. Below: William 
ovement. Sargent (left), a long-time nazi and illegal dog fighter 

As mentioned in from Newmarket, with an older man believed to be the 
searchlight last month, Sargent brothers’ father, Ivan 
he newly formed NSM 
s led by Myatt. In an 
mterview in the latest 
dition of Steve 
sargent’s _ publication, 
the White Dragon, the 
eader is given an 
asight into Myatt’s life. 
‘he former monk out- 
ines a brief history of 
us life, his time in Asia 
md the British far right 
md reveals his hopes 
md fears for the future. 

Asked by Sargent 
bout allegations that he 
as been “arrested for 
illing cats, are you a 
satanist, and did you kill 
_ leading CND mem- 
er?”, Myatt denies all 
aree. “Some years ago I 
hallenged to a duel 
myone spreading such 
ies. No one accepted 
me challenge, so I 
egard my honour as 
oven. 

“To those National- 
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Above: Phil Curzon from me in 
Havering, a Sargent Its 
supporter, discussing and di 
matters with a number of _ havin; 
Harlow police officers after NSM 
his loud mouth got the __ police 
better of him. Above right: peace 
another Sargent supporter been 
in typical attire sportinga asa” 
nazi badge Elsé 











